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W hereby may appear and be ſeen, . 


7. The Authors Life expreſſed: inthe firſt _OBD 
2, That theve is no true Peace of. Mind, i thoſthata© "Wnex 


comptyuletve Belicvers ſo long as they lead a cor- 'n 
rupt life. ! 
3. What great Enemies the Riches of this Ls and Po- Hg 
. verty.are to Truth. TS) 
4. What that Truth and true knowledge is which giveth Wl 
fatisfaQtion to the mind of Man'in ſe ; 7 


And ſeveral other things neceflary to Salvation. 


By John Saddington, A trueBeliever of 
Witneſſes of KY. Spirit, ſent forch by the. 
inmediate Voice of God | Almighty, 
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IN GENERAL. 


Courteous Reader ,' 


a CY _—__ 


- ww pe 
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T is to be hoped upon FE 
+= pcrufal of thislictle Book, 
ESSEN called a ProfſpeBtive-Glafs, 
mL thou willt ſeeand diſcern 


-thereinaRuleto walkby... 14 

9; It dire&erh to'no' other-work 'but to Y 

eh tha peace which” every trac Belicver 4 
makerch/with Gud, whenever'He 6r-She doth | 

receive” Truth in 'the' Love; thereof; and bo 

iv chemſelves unſportet in this World. -: = 

C 33 4 ouſe Moderation in all things, tle \ 


Glory of God.and peace of their $vr1maitidss, | 
whereby others'wilf beenoouragett by their 


peaceable 9 irits, £6 come to the wvtedge 
of the Truch3v37 to wligtonh £ oi 35132 
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An Epiftle mn General. 


. Tt was neither the on and Conver- 
fations of the.Saints that are now called Be. 
lievers: nor the tewneſs or ſma!l number of 
them that believed nor che mulcitude of de- 
ſpi ſpiſersthat cauled me to believe. 

- "But ſo ſoon as the Deblaraion of the 
Witneſſes of theSpirit,tounded,in mine Lars, 
the ſcales fell from mine Eyes, and 1mmedi- 
ately I did ſee that it way, T'rayth., 

6. And blefſed bs the - & Biz k'; Jod, by 
believing of his laſt Meſſengers, . have, had 
the alſyrance of my Salvation cheſe ſeventeen 
yEatsand: ipwards: . 

19; By Experience dol y write what manner 
of lives the Saints: ought to live : And be- 
cauſe:il aſfuredly; know thereby, that there 
cawbe:notruePrace;in any Beheveryſo long 
«& cherdds anyHaanner of cydiafied: by him, 
thebetorehaverb prepared! his Glaſs; wherein 
he oidyolke Il ownfglys and;I6anmto refit 
eicry thing thac a4 KoPwnte break he peace 
of themind. 112131 10 95L9:! 'F I1E, O14, d) 10 O00 
1\>'8. (Everything that breakeethitho/peace of 
chb»hiad $n.4nconomy $9 Triafh; and; very 
one that is a _ of Truth;:js farviene- 
Ii '.þ e A my 


An Epuſele ”n General, 
my. to'God, and to their uwn Souls. ' And 
there is no ſpiritual Truth, or true know- 
ledge of the true God Chriſt Jeſus, bur what 
is deciared by the witneſſes of theSpirit, as 
will appear in my following Diſcourſe, 

9. Did I not know my ſelf armed with 
moderation, and that I had oyercome thoſe 
Enemies that tormerly were ciſturbing my 
peace, I durft not have publiſhed this ro the 
World. i : | TT 7 

10, By publiſhing hereof I ſhall become 
a mark for every one tothoot at : Bleſſed be 
God, there 1s none that can fling dirt in my 
face tor any evil ations practiſed by me for- 
merly, 

11, Now ſome will ſhoot their Arrows at 
me in love, others in hatred, but bleſſed be 
my God, I am able to withſtand them, and 
there i-noenvious Arrow ablerohurt me. 

\ x2, Though this ſmall Treatiſe of mine 
13 not beautified with the excellencieof mans 
fpeech { which is gained, by Humane Learn- 
ng,” and therefore called Mars. Wiſdoin, 
Which is «t emnity with 'God ) but it 1s de- 
eharedin plainaets of Speech, and in ſinse- 
wo rity 


eAn Epiſtle in General. 
rity and truth by thar Faith in me, which is at 
peace with God, 

13. Yet | know I ſhall bejudged by thoſe 
that theworld calleth Godly,Wiſe and Learn- 
ed to be.uncapable to' know 'the.mind of 
God in the Scriptures, becauſe | ha-e-nor 
be n brought up and educaced in Humane 
Learning. p | 

14.Buc though 1 am not ſo ſtrongly furni- 
ſhed with Mans ftren_th,which is the {eve- 
ral Languages taught by Men : Yet blefſed be 
my Redeemer, 1 am ſo well taught by thar 
Ancient School-maſter, the Nature of Faich 
in me, whereby lam able to declare the 
Truth, 

t5. Therefore let. none beſo concerted of 
Learned men, as if the Word 'of Go4 came 
only to them, and from them ; for we know 
that :n9lt parr of:the Holy Scriptures were 
written by ſuch men as were not educated in 
Humane] carning.. | 
- +6 The Pharrfiacal Jews: and: Sadduces 
who veremoſt Learned, -could- not find out 
the*timie when Chriſt: ſhould come, by all 
their Learning.* And fo Rill, all choſe wg 

(IL : d' 


_ eAnEpillle in General. 
by the World are accounted weak and 'fool- 
iſh, are made wiſe and valiant in the ſervice 
of Chriſt, 

17. If a man could read all rhe Langua: 
ges inthe World, he could not. by char find 
out, know, or belive what the true God js 
in his Form and Nature. Yet to him that 
knoweth what the true God 1s, Humane 
Learning isa good help and hand maid to 
enable him to illuſtrate and ſer forth the 
'glorious things of Eternity , whereby the 
ſeed of Reaſon might the more admire 
them. 

18. For my part, when I was but a Child, I ' 
delighted fo A ar in-Learving,that | was ne-' 
ver Sel contented but when 1 was at School 
to learn to read and write; and I did take 
more delight in reading the Bible and ocher 
good Books ( as the Prafiice of Piety, Pray- 
er-Beoks, and: the like ) than could .beex- 
 petted from one: of my Age.this was the icft 
þ rioring tf knowledge | had. 

19 And bam cake had'my Pareni 
then been able and willing co have kept'me 

at School, Iſhould haye acrained ro a3 much 
humane 


\ofo Bhi i#:Gevetol, 
lianane Loderning-88 Gould have ſola halt 
meby man. oc boy 

20. The next thing chat | took delight in, 
was learning ſuch Catechiſmes 2s were {er 
out by 1 earned Men, ajid hearing of Ser- 
mons, keeping cloſe to the Church : ' The 
Presbyterians being then in Power, and vc- 
ry powerjul chey were intheir way. 

21. Then according to my knowledge, lM, 
thought that was the true Church, and. that 
the Miniſters thereof” were the onl y Miniſters 
of God. This was the ſecond Degree of 
Knowled- ce { had, and there [/ſtaid,thinking 
that all choſe whoopp ofed them were thoſe 
falſe Teachers that ſhould came ith Sheeps- 
Cloathing , and dawb with _—_— 
Morrter.. : 

22, Whil t7 chought my ſelf ſecure there, 
being ſtill bu young ': For:abowe the year 
1652. {was not above 18 years of Age, / 
fawa :Book incituled, a Sword doubled, Or, 


The Terror of Tydhrs,- written by ar Mink. | 


Rec; That all thoſe that werk Miniſters of 
the Golpe |: ( or otherwiſe cabletl —: 
)hehinfal being ontief ohierh.. '0 21157 5 
23. Fl 


' 


f 


eAn Egiflle in General. 
> 29+ wg be proved all of them that took 
Ty cthes to be Murtherers, Opprefſors of the 
_ and Robbers of God; tor which he {cid 
he was ſo tormented inhis-mind, that he was 
farced to riſe out. of his Bed in the night; and 
to go into a: ſecret place to repent of chat 
wickedneſs, | - 

24. Andto chat nails did he wrice ſe- 
veral ſheets of Paper. When'Zhad viewed that 
Book,then was loſt in.my ſelt;becaule thoſe: 
Miniſters in whom then / pur = .truft, were 
ſuch as took Tythes. 

25, Then I knew not which way to T5 to 
find out Truth, yet ſtill .7 went: to hear the 
Presbyterians, and ſometimes the Indepen- 
dent and Baptiſts. And [ was very zealous 
in praying and repeating of Sermons, /cou!d 
have ſate from morning to. eveningto have: 
heard thoſe that were counted' able ma 
preach, 

26, 7 could never find any difference-in' 
the Foundation between thePresb yrerigns, 
Independents and the Baptiſhs-i for though: 
they difter: ſomething; i-pointof Worſhip, 
ye wy allown.one God, and ione Devil:: 

0 B 2 7: They 


.. An E&p1/tlekin.Geuer al, 

- 27. They all hold:-forth thiar cheSopl: of 
man is immortal, 'and/fuck-hke.: They: all 
reach pleaſing thingst0 the Ear, $et:Fcould 
find no moxe fatisfaftion by:hearinp.one thati 
[did by hearing the otherimpointiof! Salva. 
tion. Noneof themaguld:grive me any aflys 
rance of that ; and the aſſurance .of my Sal 
vation was all that Llooked: after: .- - 

- 28; Had the Qyaktrs'come forth plentifis)- 
ly a-litfle ſooner they would! avercardiid:me 
wich their ſnares 3 for when'that' Trampet 
firſt ſounded in mine Ears,: they wamie forth 
with ſuch a fceming puce: Languape'iind1ife, 
which / from:my,Ohidftood wis alover ofl': 

29; Bitblefled be wy God, was ſetted iii 
the knowledge of Truth. before;} eatnero be 
abquajhted withithat &Amichoiltoare Spirit it 
the:Auakers;'whoadenyorw it Not athiriows 
ledge theRefarre&ionof the Bodyoof Chrift, 

30. About the later end of the Year't6g 4. 
I heardof The Hittheſſesof the iSpiyit,) which 
Thad herd of iim'r 453w by the riane'of ro 
Prophets; then//Prifoners in old! Britevel,. 
London, for declaring their »Commilion 
which' they: had' received from tho'Throfe 

fT-.58 yl of 
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ne tn es a er ge 


they mightbetwoof them, ( Alfothe ferond: 


| or Bpifein nat. 
of Glory, 'which gave thymPowerto besrhe- 
Chiet Fudgts: '6YAll _—— WES — 
World.” 

- 31. But \phens Lheard-of chem: by a Bel. 
low-Prentice of minie,-that:wzs' vim Bridemel 
at the ſane timeVand intheſame'room with 
them ; hetellins me there was two Prophets: 
there : I having read thar-many: falſe Pro- 
phets ſhould come in the laft times l[thoupht — 


rime I heard of thei; Lwas/nor farisfiody 45. 
32. Again, I'was informed of rhetn by a 
Friend of mine)of whum {borrowed a Book! 
of theirs,/ intituled, A Tranſcordent: Spiritu- 
al Treatife; upon the reading whereof ffound — 
ſuch excellent Truths Seckiond Xhat 1'was'not 
able to-refiſt or oppoſe any thing that. was 
ficten therein, but PERIlT es became obe- 
dtent wmto it, * 1217 OMG 
33.Afſoon as the Voice ofche true Shepherd 
had ſounded in mine Ears, the light of Truch 
ſhined ſq bright into my Soul, that 7 Zould 
anne Iv Sarehaſed with the Blood of 
Chriſt the only v4 alone true God, 
1:34. Though there isno outward Miracles 
D'2. done 


” ae > ps ee... 
: ; ; 


An Epiſtle. in General, 
done by the Witneſſes of theiSpirit, yet! that 
glorious Language and Heavenly Marter 
whichis written by them (which is the work 
of the Spirir ) makethit.appear that they are 
what they declarethatmſelves to be. 

35. Propheſyinz ſerveth or Bel jevers,and 


Signs and Wondersargto conyince Lnbelie-. 


vers, but not toconvert them. 

There is enough written by the Witneſſes | 
of tbe Spirit to convince the, whole-warld, if 
they would take thepainsto read j " 

36. Therefore 1 defire all chat read this lic- 
tle Boak, and defireto- be further ſatisfied of 
the matters therein contained, : that: they will 
have recourſeto the' Writgs: of che Winef- 
ſes themſelves.  . 

37. There, they: who have; diſcerning 
Eyes, being of Bs Seed of the Woman, or 
Faith, will jb fully ſatisfied CONC all 
things of — oY | 
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AN | 
EPISTLE 
WRITTEN 
To the Believers of the Witneſſes 


of the SPIRIT. 


as 7 Dearly Beloved Spiritual 
> Friends in London, the ſe 
P wveral Counties of Middle- 
= ſex, I.cicefter, Norcingham, 
- = Stafford, Darby, Cam- 
bridge, Eſſex, Kent, and all other places in 
England ; / ſalute you in the Spirit of 
Truth, / , 
2. Not forgetting thoſe inIreland, Spain, 
the Indies, or in any other remote placegn the 
World, who are. all my beloved F riends and 
Brethren inthe knowledge of Truth. 
3: ff there be any amongyou that is gi- 
ven to Lafciviouſneſs, Drunkenneſs, Idlenefs, 
Paſſion, 


An Epiſtle to the Believers 
Paſſion, bre of Promiſcs, -ox any other 
ales Sotipe att Ge fofiket for the 
Truths ſake. h 

4. Every evil Aﬀtion that is committed 
by « Believer doth diſturb the Well-ſpring of 
F Faich' in bim ; whereby it cannot run ſo clear 

as bis doth that 45 cleanſed from evil, as in 
his Glaſs you may ſee. 

5- {was moved by the Seed of Faith in me 
long ago towrite a Boak, ta the ſame purpoſe 
that Ihave written this, but when I well con- 


ſidered what 1 was ta undertake, 1 had Jexeral 
ſiops put to it. 

6. Sometimes Tthought ther wes apgcca- 
fron 'for me T0 write, ſo long as therg was a 
Prophet alive. Alſo Ithoughtmy fel; mſuf- 
ficient to write that, which Poul be Printed, 
mggee < [ was not a Eating Scþolar. | 

7. But the chlefe/t" thing that kept me from 
writing a Book. of,. or for Phe life and:conver- 
Sation of the Saints was, becauſe Icauld not 
avit rin efling u porn mM ſelf "OM 
wg Orb uBll Ft! 1ng, 
until ſuc ons that "Pg I Rey cam 
oge of, nine" bom ls hs at mig 


art Y 
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E y&.. ded eras a cc het 6 watt wi SITE 
\ Av \\ \? DIAS AY RAAPE gd \\Q 24 \\' SF. hk 
.\De\> of BET for a { deſire you alh ngt to thi 


of you with Sin; but to be a means ts reſtrain 
you from running wilfully into that which is 
evil, anda diſhpnoyr to Truth. 

* 15. 1 have been for<ſeveral years together 
moved by that Seed of Faith in me, to write 
againſt thoſe things, which by Experience I 
know, breaketh the peace of the mind ; And 
that Well-ſpring of Faith which ſprung up 
{o plemtifully imme; and taiſed me to write 
this ſmall Treatiſe; Thope it will,and do hear- 


tily wiſh, and deſire it may prove beneficial to: 


other Believers,as it hath done to me,and cauſe 
them to ceaſe from all manner of evil, and 
wholly follow after that which is Righteous in 
the fight of God and men, as 1 now do, bleſ- 
ſed be my God for it ; and for no other end 
have [ publiſhed this to the World. 

rt. Thus deſiring that the ſaid Well- 
ſpring of Faith 77 every one of you may run 


ſo clear, that every one who heareth of it 


may deſire to have ſome of the ſame to _ 
_ their 


of che Witneſſes of che Spitit, /\ 
clegrly t0:caft.the Mor out \gf-rp Brothart: 


SINE? 
that I have written this Book. to cbAtge. ain”. 


-_ 


An Epiſtle tothe Believers, G6. 
their Spirits,and fo allay their thirfts withal, 
which is beſt done by the increaſing in purity, 
by Piety in Praftice : And fo 1 conclude 
this Epiftle. 6 


John Saddington. 
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The Contents of this Book. 


Hat manner of Lives the Saittts 
ought to live in this world. 

2. How hard a matter it ts to 

pleaſe the Devil : and what thoſe 
are t9 believe, that expet# comfort by believing, and. 
what Saints are to frive about. © 

3- What an Enemy the riches of this world are to 
Truth : And how all things are poſſuble 'for God todo, *_ 
which bis Glory moveth him unto : And how this 
worlds riches are of the nature of 4 Loadflone. 

4» How carefwl people ought to be, in preſerving that 
which they labour for becauſe Poverty is a great Enemy 
to Truth, and breaketh the peace of the mind. 

5. How people onght to be moaerate in all things *: 
The comfort of Moderation, .and the diſcomfort of Ex- 
cefſand Extravagancie. | 

6. Every true Believer is Heir to the Kingdom of 
Heaven,becauſe he is free-born and free by Redemption. 

7. When any-evil is committed by a Believer, it ſtops 
peth the current *of his Faith : But it is the heart 
Goa mindeth, and not the outward appearance. Let &+ 
very Believer weed his own Garden. ©. by 

.$. He is wot accounted « wiſe man that will wound hin 
ſelf. How we may know when our fins are forgiven us. 

9. Eternity became Time: and the Eternal Father 
| was boyn of a Virgiu. © Now # the Propheſie of Waiah 

fulfilled. | | 

- 10. How the Believers of the Witneſles of rhe Spi- 
rit have a threefold Knowledge ;' and the Witneſſes of 
the Svirit, are the third and laſt Witneſſes that God 
will ſend on this Earth. GC 11,#here 

1H .D | 


The Contents of this Book. 


II. Where the Truth and true Knowledge, Peace, 
axd Satisfaition is to be had : And how it keepeth us 
from going a whoring after ſlrange Gods. 

I2. How all ſober men are to labour to know what 
they believe, that they may lay hold on the good word of 
Prophefie ; and not be fed up with Fancies tobcijeve 
in that which no man can diſcern what it is. or where 
Ft 2s. 

I3. {/nChrift is comprehended the whole Trinity : 
m0 man on this earth can prove three Perſons inthe 
Trintty. 

I4. God is not in this world at all,but at ſuch times 
a his Glory moveth him, to come down for a time : 
neither doth God dwell in this world any other way, 
but inthe hearts of his Saints by Faith. There is no 
Salvation for thoſe that refuſe ChriF to be their God. 

I5. The Soul of Man is Generated with its Body, 
therefore it liveth and dieth with the Body, and is ne- 
wer parted from it. 

I6, There are ſeveral Degrees of Knowledge, but 
m0 degree able togive. true ReFt to the mind, until a 
24n can believe the true Meſſengers of God. 

. I7« Truth is a Pearl of great price, therefore 4 may. 
af part with all to purchaſeit ; And thoſe only that - 
hold out in their Faith to their lives eng, ſhall be ſaved, 
but- for thoſe that fall back, ani withdraw their love 
from it, for them there is no Redemption, 

.- 1$. How all the Seed of Faith may be manle able 
to fay with me , and all trae. Believers, That they (48 
read that new Name. written in themſelves, and what 
the hiddes Mannais \,_. _ 


CHAP. 


> 
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CHAP. I. 


What manner of lives the Saints ought to 
live in this World. 


1. WW T was the ſaying of the Prophet 1/atah, 
Chapt. 8. Verſ. 20. To the Law and to 
the Teſtimony, if they ſpeak not accoraing 
ro this word, it is becauſe there is no Light 

in them. 

2. Though Iam no Prophet, nor the Son of. a 
Prophet, yet by that Light of Faith in me, which I 
have received by believing the Report of the 
Lords laſt Prophets do I bear witnels, that the 
whole Law and Teftimpny of the Scriptures are 
re SPHrs 
' 3+ There are three Teſtimonies, Laws, or Re- 
cords' which” agree in one on this Earth, asitis 
Written. The firſt Moſes and the other Prophets, 
fignified the Water. The Second was Chritt and 
his Apoftles, which fignified-the Blood. The Third 
is. The.laſt Meſſengers;, or Prophets hereih men- 
tioned, which fignifiech the Spirit ; and all theſe 
4 Sree in one, _— 0 RS 
4 They that bear not witneſs to. the Teſtimo- 


i G2 -:;; _. gies 


« - 


ſerh T7uth to be evil ſpokeg of. _. .,\ 
*1'x. Tt hath pleaſed our God to ſend his laſt Meſ- 


C4) 


nies of theſe Three, it is, becauſe there is no Light 
in them : And let the Teſtimony of a. good Con- 
ſcience alſo bear witneſs in all true Believers. 

5. They who are true Believers of the third and 
laſt Teſtament of ' God ſent forth and declared to 
the world 1n this laſt Age, are alſo true B.lievers of 
the two former, and do walk in the true Light. 

6.Let all thoſe that have received, or (hall receive 
the truc Light, ſo walk, that their temporal Adions 
may not dim the Light of their ſpiritual knowledge. 

7. Let thoſe take as much delight in walking up- 
rightly before God and in the fight of men, as they 
do indeclaring that Knowledge which they have of 
God unto men, 

8. Then their _ will ſhew it ſelf to he that 
true and. gratious Light by, which all true Believers 
may ſce their way to Eternal Life. 

9. Letno Saint break his own.peace_ by any un- 
ſcemly a&ion ;. but let them walk in all reſpeRs as 
becometh Saints, for the fruits of the Spi- 


Tit of lifc, is all Goodneſs, Righteouſneſs, and 


Truth. —_ 

10. They that are Believers of the Witneſſes of 
the Spirir,and walk contrary to the Spirit of Truth, 
do not only break their own peace, but they do alſo 


lsy a ftumbling-ftone for others to fall at,which cau- 


F 


ſengers into the World in theſe our dyes to declars 
unto_ ys ſecret and Sacred things , that were hid 


fromall former Ages and Generations of men. '- 


x2. We doaſloredly know what, and where - ge | 


C5.) 
God is; that his Eternal Spirit is clothed with that 
bleſſed Body of Chrift Jeſus glorified, our 'blefled- 
Redeemer, whom the Heaven 'of Glory will retein: 
until the end of time. | 7 

13. At his next coming time will be ſwallowed: 
up into Eternity, . 

14+ Chrict will come no more to Reign upon 
this Earth with his Saints, as it is imagined by ma» 
ny, but they are not taught by the Spirit of Truth. 

I5- Let notus who have the true knowledge of 
God and our own Natures, walk as if we were igno- 
rant of what we profeſs ro know. 

16. But Jet us make uſe of our Spiritual Wil- 
dom in ſuch ſort, as that the World may ftand in 
admiration, and may: bave cauſe to ſay of us, Yeri- 
ly, and of s truth God is in them, they are the choſen 
People of God. | 

x7. Our light ought to ſhine clear in this world. 
It is written, 4 Carle is not lighted to be put under a 
Buſhel, but ion-a (anadleſtick : So every one that 
hath his knowledg inlightned' in thetruth, with the 
light of Life Eternal, he muft let that Light ſhine. 
in the World. 

18. He that hath true Faith (the nature where- 
of is to purific both heart and life ) if he walk 0- 
therwiſe, contrary to what —— he profeſ- 
ſeth; he hath received ( eſpecially before the faces 
of Unbelievers )' it doth darken his Faith ſo much, 
thatthe light of it cannoe- be ſeen, no more than : 
the light of a Candlc that is under a Bufhel. | 
"T9, Therefore let notus that have a pure and 
clear light, walk-as if we were in darkneſs, or were. 
menisf no underſtanding. = =_ 


£0 

-20, It is a theme. for one that is a true Believer, 
anda Saint of God, to carry; himſelf fo.diforderly as 
to be checked by Devils. for his diſardeely cerriage. 

21. I defire and exhort every one. that is-a true 
Believer of the Lords laſt Mcſſengers to walk cir- 
cumſpealy in their lives and converſations. 

22. And as the Apoſile exhorted in his time, 
Let noevil communication come out of your mouths, 
but rather that which is cdifying unto others, left 
we grieve the Holy Spirit of God in us, and make 
our ſelves a reproach. 

23- The World is ignorant of what we are made 
to know, even the way to Salvation. | 

24. None in the world can have aſſurance of 
their Salvation in this life, but thoſe that are Be- 
lievers of the Spiritual Commiſſion given by the 
Lord to his laſt Meſlengers, as aforeſaid. 

25. Ido not plead for righteous aRing, thinking 
thereby to merit Heaven, for we have gained the 
aſſurance of that by believing the :Report of the 
Lords true Minifters, which are the #itneſſes of the 
Spirit. | 

gen bleſſed Saviour himſelf ſaid, oh.6.29.the 
whole work was to believe in hins whom he had ſent ; 
therefore it is by Faith, and not by any other works 
that we are ſaved. | 


27. Yet where there is true Faith, let not 'the_ 


Righteouſneſs. of the Law be wanting. Righteous 
atings arc a very. gaod Ornament for to-ſgt ſorth 
and illuſtrate Faith. ; 1 oifirrs: | 
28. He thatbreaketh the:Law,' os worketh any 
manner of Evil, breaketh: bis ow.peace ; and it a 
a © | 4: man , 


k 
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man be not at peace in himſelf, how can he be at- 
peace with God. You know it is written, 1f oay 
Conſciences accuſe us, God is greater than our (onſcis 
ENCES. 

29. Therefore this I would have all Believers do, 
to walk uprightly before God, and to keep theme - 
ſelves blameleſs and unſpotted in this world, and- 
to walk witha pure language and lite, as becometh 
Saints. 

30. I do not deſire that a burthen ſhould be laid 
upon the Saints than they are able to bear ; for I 
have learned to forgive my Brother if he finneth a- 
eainſt me or againſt his own Soul. 

31. Nevertheleſs I would not have any, Saint to 
abuſe himſelf in any thing, that is accounted evil, 
for as St. Paw! ſaith, Thoſe things that are lawful for 
us to dog are n0t convenient to be done. | 

32. Let us follow after thoſe things which bring- 
eth peace to our ſelves and edifieth others, as meck- 
neſs, love, and chaftity , with all Righteouſneſs 
which is acceptable with our God Chrift Jeſus glo- 
rificd, and approved of by men, whereby the Truth 
may not be evil ſpoken of. 

33- Neither let us give occaſion to Devils ( De- 
viliſh men and women ) by our bad walking to. 
ſpeak evil of thoſe glorious Truths which they are 
not worthy'to know. - 

34+ But let us walk humbly before our God, that 
eur innocent lives may be a Patern to the World, 
thathave no other hopes of Glory but by their Mo- 
rl Righreoufncſs, which is of no yalue in compa- 
riſonto true Faith. — 
__ 35+ Though 
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25. Though Moral Rightcouſneſs is a very good 
and decent Ornament to ſet forch Faith, yet he that 
is never ſo Moral, or cndued with the Righteoul- 
neſs of the Law, if he be a Deſpiſer of Truth, by 
not having Faith to belicve the Meſſengers of God, 
and their Declarations, all his Righteouſneſs will 
ſtand him in no ſtead in the day of the Lords ac- 
count. | 

26. As for us, who have true Faith to believe the 
Report of the Lords tft true Prophets and 14- 
neſſes of the Spirit, Let us be clothed with Righteouſ- 
neſs as with a Garment. 

37. Becauſe we are found worthy to be of the 
Family of God, and none in the World but the Be- 
lievers aboye-mentioned are choſen to be of his 
Houſhould, therefore there 15 no Garment but that 
of Righteouſneſs ſuteable for a Saint to wear in this 
world. | 

38. Whercfore we muſt be ſure to walk fincere- 
ly in all things, that we may honour our Father, our 
King, our Lord and Maſter, even the Lord Jeſus 
Chritt. 

39. Healone is Lord both of Heaven and Earth, 
- and he hath clothed us with rich and coſtly Robes, 
the Garment of  Salyation, and by this we know 
he loveth us becauſe theſe Robes which he hath free- 
ly given us, coſt him ſo dear a rate as his Godhcads 
life, and his moſt precious Blood.. 


40. What care therefore ought we take leaſt at 


any time awe ſhould defile theſe Garments which 
could not. haye been. bought with any other :price 
but with the Blood of the Eterngl God, which om 


ho 
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ſhed by the unbelieving Jews, according to his Eter- 
nal Decrce. 

41- That he might raiſe all, both Jew and Gentile, 
that do truly believe and own him to be their God and 
Saviour to a glorious and everliving life, in that King- 
dom of Glory where they ſhail behold the firey glo- 
rious face of God to all Eternity. 

42. And he will likewiſe raiſe all unbelieving Jews 
and Neg to a ſhameful and painful ever-dying 
death. | 

43- When they are in pollcfſion of that miſery 
which they were forctold of, then will they cry and 
howl, but all in vain; and the knowledge of their 
abiding that Torment to Eternity, will make them 
blaſpheme the name of our God continually. 

44+ And the remembrance of their deſpiling of the 
Declaration and Mcflengers of that glorious God 
Chrift when they were in mortality, will be as frefh 
fuel laid upon a fire, forit will -make their tormented 
Souls and Bodies burn more hiercely. | 

45- The Creator hath Decreed that puniſhinent, 
for all unbelievers, that their Souls ſhall bring forth 
ſpiritual dark bodies at the ReſurreRion, which Souls 
and bodies will burn together hotter than natural fare 
and brimſtone. TH ; | 

46. Soon the contrary, when they that are the E- 
le& of God ſhall be in poſſeſſion of that Kingdom of 
Glory, where that bleſſed body of God is, andwhere 
Moſes, Elias, and the holy Angels are reſident. | 

- 47- Then ſhall we be full of joy unſpeakable, where 
we {hall fing Hallelujahs and Prayſes unto our God, 
our King, and our Redeemer, the Lord Jeſys Chriſt. 
48. And the remembrance. of thoſe good afions 
& TE we -- < —_— 
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-— which we ated for Chrift in the time of our Mortali- 


ty will cauſe new joys toariſ: in us And then (hall 
we ſing aloud unto our God which fitteth upon the 
Throne of Glory to Eternity. 

49. Now v.e knowing how that the remembrance 
of good things aid by us in this life will advance our 
glory in the life to come ; let us be ſure therefore to 
do all things, that will be tothe glory of God. and 
honour to his Commiſſion given forth in theſe our 
days, of which we are partakers in that we have faith 
to believe the Report of his laſt Prophets. 

50. Again, it is good for us, to leave off frothy diſ- 
courſe and fimple actions, for ſuch things, when after- 
ward conſidered of do difturb the peace of a Saint. 

53. Becauſe when ſuch things are acted by Bclie- 
vers they make words of truth ſeem as idle Stories to 
the people of the world, who underſtand not the power 
and liberty of Believers in the time of a Commil- 
fion. | 

52. But nevertheleſs I would have all Believers 
learn to be wiſe, ſober, and moderate in all things; be- 
cauſe when words of truth are ſpokcn by a ſober wiſe 
man,whoſe life and converſation is ſutable to what he 
doth declare, his words make a great impreſſion upon 
the hcarts of them that hear him. 

53. They who love moral Righteouſneſs, though 
they are ignorant of truth, yet they are very zealous 
in worſhipping of their unknown God, and allow not 
of any wickednels. | iT 

54+ I ſay when theſe ſort of ignorant men hcar 
truth ſpoken and declared by thoſe that they look up- 
on to be as Righteous as themſelves in all things ( ex- 
cept worſhipping of God.in outward warns? as: 
ey: 
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they do ) then are they ſmitten to the heart. 

55. When they hear thoſe that know truth, and 
what the true God is, declare that the worſhipping of 
God in outward Ordinances, to be ſeen of men is of 
no value, and that all the righteouſneſs of the Law 
is of no cifect to thole that deſpiſe the witneſſes of the 
Spirit, andthe Doctrine declared by them, 

56. Then do thoſe and ſuch like words take pollel(- 
ſion of the mind of thoſe righteous men which hear 
them ſpoken by wiſe ſober men, and they cannot dil- 
polleſs them any more. | 

57. When words of truth have once taken place in 
the mind of man, cither that faith in him doth feed fo 
plentifully on them, that the nouriſhment it recei- 
veth from them cauſcth it to grow up to the aſſurance 
of Eternal life. 

58. Orclle the reaſon in man is inraged, becauſe it 
cannot remove thoſe words of truth which havetaken 
poſſeſſion in the mind. 

59. So that truth doth torment the miads of thoſe 
in this life who cannot receive it to the ſaving of their 
Souls. 

60. Theſe things hundreds can witneſs the truth of 
by Experience, ſome to their cternal joy, and others 
to their everlaſting ſorrow. | 

61. Thus do we ſee- what power and ftrength the 
Miniftry of che Spirit hath upon all perſons tawhom 
it hath been clearly demonRrated. | 

62. The Righteouſneſs of the Law ( az I have 
faid ). is a good Ornament to ſct forth that truth de- 
clared by the #itneſſes of the Spirit. | 

63. Wherefore my earncit defire is that all true Bg- 
licygrs may be dreſſed therewith, that the Unbelievers 
D 2 | 
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have ſaith in the true God. 


words, than many Saints arc. 


CHAP. 1L 


How hard 4a matter it is to pleaſe the Devil ; and what 
thoſe are tobelive that expeit comfort by believing ; 
and what Saints are to firive about. | 


fault with the ſobereſt men living. For if a man 
be of a melancholy diſpoſition and not of a cheerful 
ſpirit, when ſuch a-man declarcth truth then its pro- 
bable it will be ſaid his melancholly ſpirit hath made 
him mad, and they will not mind his words, becauſe 
they think thoſe things declared by him, are but ſome 


; | Know thereare a ſort of people that will find 


whimſecys which ariſe our of his melancholly. 


mind. 

2. Secondly, if a man be of a merry diſpoſition 
and given to civil jeſting, then thoſe that are ignorant 
of -truth will be ready ro ſay, this man cannot have 
that knowledge he profcſſeth to have of God, for if 
he had he would not be ſo merry. 

3- For ſay they, truth is ſolid and civil ; and 
though they ſce no incivility in their mirth, yet they 
will be finding fault with ir, ſo that it isa very hard 
matter to pleaſe the Devil ; I mean the deviliſh na- 
tures of men and women. 

4. There are many, who are of theſeed of the Ser- 
pent, that are more zcalous in the way of their wor- 
ſhipping the unknown God, and more preciſe'in their 
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5. Therefore itisno0 marvel to usto hear and know 
that the Devil or his Miniſters are transformed as into 
Angels of light ; for we know who the Devil is,and 
who are his Miniſters. 

6. We alſo know that their Phariſaical way of 
Ceremonial worſhipping of their unknown God lecm- 
ecth far more pure to tlie eye of Reaſon,than the Saints 
more plain-way of worſhipping of that glorified man 
Chriſt Jeſas in ſpiritand truth. 

7. Him they are or ought to know to be the only 
and alone true God; and truly to know J:ſus Chriſt 
to be the only true God is life Eternal. 

8. Therefore by our knowing and true. believing 
that Chriſt was not only the Son of God and Saviour 
of the world, but that he alone was the Eternal! Fa- 
ther, and Creator of both worlds, Angels and Men, 
we have Eternal life abiding in us. 

9. And by our knowing the Decree of God from 
the Creation of the world in his diſpoſing of the two 
Seeds, the ſeed of the woman and the ſeed of the Ser- 
pent; and knowing the natures of them, and what 
they are, is the ſubſtance whereby we know the afſu- 
rance of our Sa)Jvation in this life. 

10. Again, I know many will ask me, How they 
ſhall come to that knowledge whereby they may be aſſured. 
of their Salvation? 

It. To this Ianſwer. There is no other way for a- 
ny man. to be aſſured of bis Salvation in this life, but- 
by believing that Chriſt the true God did ſpeak to 
John Reeve, tothe hearing of the ear, and that he did. 
Five John Reeve and Lodowick Muggleton Commiſſion 
to declare his mind untothis bloody and unbelieving 
world, as is declared by them, and it is not ſufficient: 
to believe their Docrine only. 12, For: 
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12. Fotſome will ſay, they believe there is no God 
but Chrift;others will ſay, they believe the Soul dicth 
with the body ;' and ſome will ſay, there isno Devil 
but men and women. | | 

13. But Iſay, That only to believe theſe things 
is ot no value; for except a man can believe the Do- 
Rors to be true, there can be no benefit by their Do- 
Arine declared by them, 

14. Therefore whoſoever expeRts peace and ſatis- 
faction of mind by the Dodcrine declared by the Yt- 
neſſes of the Spirit, they muſt firſt ſer to their ſeals that 
they were truly ſcent forth-by the true God, to make 
his mind known in this our age. 

15. What man can find any peace or comfort by 
reading the Scriptures, and believing that Zoſes did 
puniſh the Egyptians with ſeveral plagues. 

16. And to believe that the Apoſtles did cure ma- 
ny Diſcaſes, and ſfufter many puniſhments to be inflit- 
ed upon them for Chriſt's ſake. 

17. Or to believe that Chriſt did caſt.out many De- 
vils, and raiſe the dead ; I ſay to believe theſe things, 
and many more that are ſpoken of in :Scripture, and 
tyet cannot believe that Moſes was a true Prophet, and 
hat Peter and Paul/and the reſt were true Apoſtles, or 
that Jeſus was a true Chriſt?  -— 

18. I ſay, they that cannot believe. theſe things can 
have no true peace or comfort, nor any. benefit by be- 
lieving any part of the Scriptures.  ... 

19. Nay if it were poflible for a man to believe all 
that is declared by the Prophets of old, and the Apo- 
les, and by Chriſt himſelf,  apd | yet cannot-be- 
lieve that theſe men that declared ſuch. things were true 


Miniſters, then all their faith is yainand will ftand 


them 
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them in noftead at the day of the Lord. 

20. Soon the contrary, though there may be ma- 
ny temporal failings among the Saints, yet by their 
erue believing in God and his Meſſengers, all their fins 
will be forgiven them, and their faith 'will make 
them whole. | 

21. ButI would not have any true belicver take 
hold of theſe words of mine, whereby to live in fin, 
or to lead a corrupt life ; for that evil committed by 
the Saints can no waysbe juſtified, but their fins will 
be pardoned, becauſe it was for the fins of believers, 
for which Chriſt died, and his death was ſo effeRual, 
that none that truly believe in hin ſhall periſh, though 
their ſins be never lo great. 

22. Butif there be any believers that do lead a cor- 
rupt life, they can have no peace in their minds, be- 
cauſc the corruptneſs of their natures doth drown that 
peace which would flow from their faith. 

23. Butall theſe believers that lead a juft and ho- 
ly life have the fountain of peace in them which is 
= the knowledge of man to expoſe the comfort 
of it. T7 

24. Now let every believer ſtrive to excel cach 0+ 
ther in virtue, that their Faith may pour forth like 
Rivers of living water, that every one which hcareth 
of © c truth may deſire to receive it. 


CH A'P. 11: 


hat au Enersy the Riches of this world is to Truth. And 
_. bow all things are poſſible. for God to dog tg 
| | 4. Gbry: 
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Glory moveth him to do. And how the worlds Rich- 
esis of the nature of a Loadſtone. 


"Yo Gain, all thoſe that are willing to yeeld obe- 
dience to Faith, whereby they may live in 
perf<& peace inthis life ; they muſt be ſure to with- 
ſtand the grand Enemies of Truth, which are Riches 
and Poverty. Therefore doth St. Pau/ deire that he 
may fed with food convenient for him, neitther with 
Riches leſt he ſhould boaſt, nor with Poverty, leſt he 
ſhould ſteal. 

2. Firſt, let no Saint trive for honour in this World, 
for that is a Cord which draweth many to deſtru- 
Rion,both in this life and that which is ro come. 

3- We ſee how hard a thing it is for any man to 
joyn with truth that is rich and in honour in this 
World, becauſe he knoweth that he cannot keep his 
honour among the Great Ones of this World, if he 
wor {hip God only in ſpirit and truth. 

4. Therefore it is invain for any that have received 
the truth in the love thereof for to think to keep kis 
ſpiritual peace in this life, and yet ftrive to climb up 
to the top of Mountains in worldly honour ; no'that 
cannot poſſibly be, for beforethe getteth half way to 
that cſtatc he aimeth at, ke will-pluck ſuch ſtones up- 
on his own head that will 'break his peace and nay of 
him wiſh that he hath been content to walk upon 
plain ground where he might have been in ſafety with 
peace in his mind. | | 

5. Whereas now he findeth nothing but diſtraction 
and trouble with all thoſe incumbrances wherewith 
he hath entangled himſelf to gain the Honor and rich- 
esin this World; whicliis not to be regarded by a ſpi- 
rituabwiſe man.” 6. Be- 
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6. Becauſe they break the peace of the mind and 
vex the pure peaceable ſpirit of truth, that envieth 
no man, nor coveteth aſter riches, but having where- 
with to ſupply its wants is therewith content. 

7.Therefore let no man thatis a believer make him- 
{c}f a ſervant to iniquity which is vanity, when he 15 
the Lords freeman and'may live in purity. 

$. Secondly, he that ſetterh his mind ſo much on 
this World that he cannot ſee himſelf happy without 
Riches and Honour in this World, though he: know 
there is a Crown of Glory prepared for him hereafter 
in another World, its a wonder if he be not taken 
priſoner by thoſe ſnares which his reaſon hath lead 
him into. 

9. And if he be once taken Captive by the Riches 
and Honour of this World, which belongeth chiefly 
to the ſeed of the ſcrpent, then it will top that current 
of faith, and break his peace with God, ſo great Ene- 
mies are the Riches and Honour of this World to the 
Spirit of truth. 

10. And Ido believe there are very few but can 
witneſs this tobe true, 'that ſo long as a man is preſ- 
ling forward to get Riches in this World, or ſo long as 
he delighteth to be in worldly Honour, his mind can- 
not be at ſuch perfe& liberty to mind the things of E- 
ternity, asthoſe are who deſire no more but ſo much 
as will keep them from want, and from being a bur- 
then to others, | \ 

11. By Experience we have ſeen and known mul- 
titudes of ſorrows have fallen upon many that have 
friven to be great in the World. | 

12. And daily may fee the many outward affligi- 
ons that fall uponthem, becauſe it appearcth pub- 
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lique to us, but what inward grief and trouble there is 
for the \-£ of their Honour or Riches whea they are 
taken from them we know not. 

I3. Therefore let every believer ftrive to keep his 
- peace with God, for to keep his peace with God, is 
the greateſt Riches -and Honour that a Saint can 
have. 

14. And to loſe that peace which is of more value 
than a thouſand Worlds, how ſhall he be able to pur- 
chaſe that peace again, when the breaking of it hath 
wounded his ſpirit, and a wounded ſpirit whocan 
bear it. | 
'- 15- Thirdly, do we not fee by Experience that 
moſt of thoſe that are rich and live in- honour in this 
World, that they are in a miſerable Eſtate in this 
World upon a ſpiritual account, for they are kept in 
ſo much ſlavery by their riches and: honour that they 
muſt yeeld obedience thereunto. _ | 

16. Therefore when truth is declared to them, and 
they are convinced in themſelves, that it is truth yer 
they will not imbrace it in love, for fear they ſhould 
be converted by it, and'ſo loſe their Honour inthis 
World. | 

17. So that we may clearly ſce what great power 
the Riches and Honour of this World have over 
them that have taſted ſo much ſweetneſs by them. 

18. The Riches of this World are ſo ſweet and the 
periſhing honour: which belongeth to it ſo delightful 
to enjoy it longer, they will refuſe that ſpiritual Wiſ- 
dom-which will lead all thoſe that enjoy it to everla- 
ſing life, and Glory undeclarable... 

19. When all thoſe who deſpiſe. truth ſhall have 
their reward, which is an ever-dying-death, which will 
never have an end.. 20. Be- 
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20. Becauſe then the fire of Gods wrath will be _ 
kindled in them, which will burn more fierce than a- 
ny fire and brimftone in this World, for it will never 
be cooled or quenched to Eternity. 

21. But if they did but know the worth of true 
Wiſdom in this life, they would not deſpiſe it ; and + 
there is no true ſpiritual Wiſdam now in this World, 
but what is declared by the witneſſes of the Spirit. 

22. Therefore all of the ſeed of Faith, or of the 
Woman, are hereby exhorted , that as they are ac- 
quainted with as pure truths as ever was declared by 
and unto men, and many have ſucked therefrom ſo 
much {weetnels as hath given them aſſurance of their _. 
ſalvation. ow” 

Z3. Letus all far more eſteem of that Glory an 

Honour which we (hall enjoy with our God, his Pro- 
phets and Apoſtles, the holy Angels, and our fellow- 
Saints in the Heaven of Glory to Eternity, ( having 
thus in our Eye the Recompence of Reward) than 
to any Dignity or Honour that can be preſented to us 
in this World. 

24- And let us ſlight the Preferment of this World, . 
becauſe we know if we do enjoy it, it will endanger 
( for the Reaſons aforeſaid) tobreak that peace we 
have with God, which is of far more value than a thou- 
ſand Worlds. | 

25. Again, ſhall the ſeed of the Serpent be willing - 
to loſe all the enjoyment of the Glory to come, on the 
other fide of death to enjoy their pleaſure, or their 
good things ( as they are called ) ia this liſe?. becauſe 
they are not certain, or believe not any ReſurreRion. 

26.And ſhall not we be willing to be without the 
pleaſures of this World (oe for the moſt -part 
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arc but the pleaſures of fin for a ſeaſon ) being we 
arc fully ſatisficd that there are Crownsof Glory pre- 
pared for us to wear in the Kingdom of Glory. 

27. Where we ſhall be in the Preſence of our glo- 
rious God Chrift Jeſus who purchafed thoſe Crowns 
of Glory for ys, with the death of his moſt precious 
Soul | as it is written, He poured out his Soul unto 
aeath. 

28. Again, it is written, The ſecond Adam was a 


| quickning Spirit ; and therein did Chriſt make it plain- 


ly appear that he was that quickning Spirit,becauſe he 
did quicken his moſt pretious Soul our-.of death to life 
again by his own power, as he had often ſaid, That he 


"had power to lay down his life, aud power to take it up as 


ain. 
; 29. Andas ſure as his words were ſpirit and life, fo 
fure did he riſe again by his own power, without any 
additional] power from any other God, for there was 
no God befides himſelf. 

20. But I know theſe will be counted hard-ſayings 
to the ſeed of Reaſon, who are the ſeed of the Ser- 
pent.. 

31. Although they will profeſlingly ſay, all things 
are pofſible with God, yet they cannot believe that it 
was poſhible for God to die;but it was poſſible for God 
todie,becauſe it was for his Glory,and there is nothing 
unpoſſible with God that his glorious Wiſdom moveth 
him to do. hand 

32. lam ſure they whofe.God' could hot die, they 
will never be redeemed from fin. ;; for there' was no- 
thing but the blood- of God himſelf *that could waſh 
away he Get RS. <LI: 

- -23. Therefore they only that do mg by 
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their true believing that he'did lay dowa his [= »dhead- 

life for them, w ill be ſaved: when he cometh. tojudg 5e 
he World. 

34. And fora man to know in this liſe, that his tins 
Arc [Orgiven, and that he (hall dwell with Carilt to E- 
teraity is riches indeed. 

35. But for the riches of this world,” we ſee by Ex- 
perience that they are not only vanity,” but they are 
alſo the greateſt enſnarements that are to deprive men 
of Eternal happineſs. 

36. And they have ſo much as it were of the natur2 
of the Loadſtone in rhem, (that if the heart of man bz 
but once touched: affe&ionately with them, it is drawn 
away with them, and by the ftrength of them it is hol- 
den ſo faſt that it ſeldom parteth with them; until death 
by force taketh it away. 

' 37. Therefore ler none that know the nature and 
danger hereof ſuffer themſelves to be taken Priſoners 
by thoſe Powers from which ſcldom any are releaſed. 
And you all know that Chriſt himſeif faid, 1t was e- 
fler for a Cammel to go through. the eye of a Neealts, 
than for a Rich man to enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
Ven. 

338. Again. I know that as People in Chritts time 
ſaid, But which of the Rulers have btlicuved in him; ſo 
do people now cry, What Noble or Learned men do 
believe in the witneſſes of the Spirit, when they them- 
ſelves are not ignorant what is written, That yew of 
thoſe that 'are called wiſe, Noble,” or Learned ate cho- 
ſen. 

39. But if any of the Rulers of this City, of-Lows 
don, -or any one that is in ai ny other; place of, her Au- 
thority ſhould have"a'defite"fo Be keyjtizinted with the 
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witneſſes of the Spirit, or with ſome of the Believers 
of them, it muſt be done ſecretly. 

40. Oc elſe they muſt come by night as Nichode- 
1 did to Chrift. For thoſe that are in Power and 
Authority dare not be ſeen to have any love for that 
Docrine which is not allowed by the Supreme Pouw- 
er of the three Nations for ſear they ſhould be broughr 
in Queſtion for their Faith, and ſo ſhould be put our 
of their places of Honour in this World, 

41- I doubt there are many that are Rulers in theſe 
Kingdoms that- know no more what the true God is, 
than Nichodemus did know how he ſhould be born a- 
gain though heavas a Maſter in Iſrael. 


42+: Anditis now as it was in former Ages, if the 


truth be not declared to be truth by the Rulers and 
Chief Magiſtrates, then the Generality of the people 
will not ſuffer it tobe ſpoken before them, without cal- 
ling it Blaſphemy, Hereſie, Deluſion, or a Lye,or ſuch 
like Expreſſions, wherewith they.corrupt themſclves ; 
Becauſe they ſpeak evil of thoſe things which they know 
zot, as It is written by St. Fude. 


—_— 
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CHAP..IV., 


How careful people ought to be, in preſerving that which 
they labour for becauſe Poverty is 4 great Enemy to 
Truth, and breaketh the peace of the mind. 


I. Hough we are not to ſuffer our ſelves to be ta- 


ken captive by the riches of this world, yet we 
mult provide again& the ther cnemy,Which iiPoverty: 
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Poverty will be creeping in' to take poſſeſſion if it be 
not refifted : And though Poverty be of fuch a con-+ 
trary nature to Riches, whereby no man loveth it, be- 
cauſe it is not delightful, yet where it takes poſſeſſion, 
it is not caſily flung our again. 

2. Therefore let no Believer give himſelf too mych 
liberty, left Poverty fall upon him, but when he hath 
him under him, let him keep him down. 

3- And Poverty is cafily kept down with Induſtry, 
by him who is willing to labour, and mindful to pre- 
ſerve that which he hath taken great pains for. | 

4. Again, itis not the carning of a great deal of 
Money in a Day orin a Weck that cauſeth a man and 
his Family to live comfortably, but the well mana- 
ging what he getteth, this I know by Experience. 

5. I have known ſeveral men, though not Belie- 
vers, that could by their Trades carn 20, 30, or 40 
ſhillings a week, and ſome more money, yet by their: 
wn living, being given to extreme Wafteſul- 
neſs ; 

6. Orellſe being given to Idleneſs, truſting to what 
they coald earn in a day or two in a-week,ſo that their 
families have lacked both food raiment which was 
convenient for them. 

7- When thoſe who could not carn half ſo much, 
have by their carcſulneſs lived comfortably, and lack- 
cd for nothing that was neceſſary. 

$. Therefore let every man obſerve that old Pro- 
verb, To cat his (eat according to bis (loath, that is, that 
he ſpendeth or laycth out no more than what is agree- 
able to his comings in, and then there will be'no 
want. 

9; Ayain, I know ſeveral whoſe carnings are but 

ſmall, 
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ſmall, which will not amount to above fix, cight, or 
cen'ſhillings a week at the moſt, if they work all the 
week, and yet theſe will ſpend ſo much of their time 
idly, and ſo much of their little carnings waitefully, 
that they can hardly ſpare their Family money to 
buy them bread in time of health and itrength.. 

10. But what will become of them then in time of 
Sickneſs, Lamencſs, or Old Age ? Surely nothing 
but ſorrow and calamity. 

11. Poverty doth make people run into many dan- 
goers, many Will rather adventure their lives by break- 
ing the Law, than to want thoſe things that arc nece[- 
ſary in this life. 

12. Moſt commonly this want is procured cither 
by mens extravagancic in ſpending their yearly Reve- 
nue, or What they have hardly labourcd for, or elſe by 
miſpending their time in idlenels. | 

13. I am ſure whoſoever is guilty of any of theſe 
things cannot be at peace in his mind upon a ſpiritual 
Account, and therefore Poverty and Waſtefulneſs is 
an cnemy to truth. | : — .._.. | 

14. Furthermore, will not the words of a Child cut 
more ſharp thana two-edged Sword, when he ſhall ask 
for Bread and his Father or Mother hath none to give 
him, nor mony to buy food to ſatishe their hungry 
Babewithal;this muſt liewery heavy upon thoſe who 
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tial care in the time of his health to keep ſomething 
to help him at ſuch a time when comfort is required ; 
theſe things muſt nceds break the peace of the mind; 
therefore poverty is an enemy to truth. 

16. Though we are commanded to love our Ene- 
mics, yet wearcnotto love ſuch Enemies as will break 
our peace with God,' which theſe. Enemies before 
mentioned will do, if we make a league with them ; 
and it is written, He the? provideth not for himſelf and 
his family is worſe than ax infidel. 

_ 77. Ihope no Believer will be guilty of that fin; 
neither are we to take hold of thoſe words, Teke 19 
care for to worrow, butlet che day bring forth with ic 
ſelf; for thoſe words were chicfly ſpoken to the Apo- 
ſles, and thoſe whom they had ordained to be fellow- 
labourers with them in the Goſpel of Chriſt. | 

13. They indeed were not to take ſcrip, nor ſtaff, 
nor two Coats apiece, ſignifying that they were not to 
take care in this life for any thing but to ſeed the 
Church with the Goſpel of truth, and temporal ne- 
ceſſarics ſhould be added, as it is written, They that 
preach the Goſpel ſball live by the Goſpel, . 

19. Nevertheleſs St. Paw! ſaith, that his hands mi- 
niſtred to his neceſſities, rather than he would be a 
burthen to the Church. 

20. Therefore let all Believers take ſuch care, that 
by their labour or lawful induſtry they may be able to 
miniſter to their own neceflities without' beiftg a bnx- 
then to the Church , which are the Houſhould. of 
faithful people: And that they may have ſomething 
to ſpare, becauſe it is a greater bleſſing to give than 
to re: £1ve. 445Giza6 

21, I write theſe things to:encourage Belicvers, oe 
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ail other civil people to be careful and induſtrious: in 
the time of their health and ftrength, and when they 
have ſtore of imployment'to lay by ſdmething to help 
them when either their health, firength, or imploy- 
ment faileth them: | 

22. Then is the-time of their neceſlity, and in time 
of necellity and want of bread the peace of a mans 
mind is broken, and he hath no more liberty and free- 
dom in-his mind, to mind the glorious things of Eters- 
nity, than he hath whoſe mind is intangled with the 
Riches aud Honour of the World, therefore. Poverty 
is an enemy to Truths. : | 

23- When Poverty is come, then doth the thrife- 
leſs man begin to imploy his mind altogether on world- 
ly things and matters, how .he -ſhall eſcape that great 
danger he hath brought himſelf into. 

24. To fteal he isafraid, to beg heis aſhamed; his 
Credit is ſo bad no body will truſt him, andin this 
Condition there can be no peace. 


25. Neither can the effeRs.thereof prove good, for 


he muſt be forced either to beg, or to take ſome. evil 
courſe at laſt, except ſome friend or friends do take pi- 
ty on him, and relieve him. - 

© - 26: Then if he be-by that means brought to ſee all 
his former folly, and to repent of .it, then the. taſte of 
want hath proved good to him- 

'-2:* But for my part, I cannot underftand what 
pleaſure or delight any man can-take: in ſpending and 
conſuming that mony in waſte which they labour for, 
when they are ſenfible what a ſad condition many peo- 
_ ple have brought themſelves:into' by the: like extra» 
yagancic. | 


29+ Let-thels things therefore be.an example. to .all | 
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Bclicvers, Ic they ſhould be taken in the ſame ſnares 
with the wicked, and ſo ſhquld undergoe that puniſh- 
ment dueto them, which is to want all cemporal com- 
forts, beftdes that horror which will be upon the mind 
for the diſhonouring that Truth of which they are 
partakers. 

29. Though it is written, Thoſe that are poor in this 
world and rich in Faith are Heirs of the Kingdom of 
Heaven, yetthat was not written to encourage-any be- 
liever to live in idleneſs, or to fpend his mony or time 
waſtcſully, whereby to keep himſelf poor, for Poverty 
( as beforefaid ) is anenemy to-truth and to the peace 
of the mind. | 

20. Alſo he that is rich in Faith hath that Riches 
of Temporal wiſdom in him to uſe the uttermoſt of 
his endeavours to keep himſelf and family from want- 
ing temporal comforts in this life. | | 

21. If there be any Believer that hath been-indu- 
ſtrious in his calling, and carefy] to maintain himſelf 
and family to the uttermoſt of his power, not wafte- 
ing his-time or mony idly, Ifay, if ſuch an one 
ſhould be brought very low and poor, by <ither loſſes, 
ficknels, greatneſs of charge, having many. Children, 
eld Age, Perſecution, or ſuch like cauſes, Ihave not 
written any thing here to hinder thoſe from being re- 
lieved. : 

32+ Itdoth make my Soul to mourn, when I hear 
of a Believer to want food or rayment which is con- 
venient for them, and I have always been willing to 
help ſuch poor Believers, and ever ſhall be if I have ic 
to g1VC, 

23. And I would have all Believers according to 
their ability to be willing to- help ſach-poor Belic- 
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vers whoſe Poverty comes not by their own wit. 
ful extravagancics. 


CHAP. V. 


How people onpht to be moderate in all things : The com- 
fort of Moderation, and the diſcomfort of . Immo- 
deration, Exceſi and Extravagencie. ' 


I- Oreover, I would have all Believers learn 

to be moderate and temperate in all things; 
for immoderation and intemperateneſs deſtroycth ma- 
Ny a man, both body and Eftate. 

2. For we ſee by experience that they who are ex- 
tremely given todrinking, that it doth not only waſte 
their Eftate, but it doth alſo deftroy their health and 
diforder their Bodies ſo much, that no wiſe man will 
become a flave unto it. 

3. Allſorts of ftrong drink doth diſturb the Head, 
Stomach, and Minds of Men if they drink {to exceſs ; 
Wherefore then ſhould any man take delight in it ? 
Eſpecially thoſe that know truth 7? They ſhould ab- 
hor the yanity of that vice which maketh men, unca- 
pable to know themſelves. 

4+ Secondly, it is not good for any man te dogreac- 
er work than his rengel is able to bear ; for though 
at the preſent not felt, yet after the prime of his years 
are paſt, then he begins to ſeel the want of that natural 
frength which he had deſtroyed. 

5. And care herein isto be had not toover-lift, or 
carry over-heavy burthens, or to over-heat ones ſelf in 
any manner of labour whatſoever inthetimeof m—_ 
and 
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and ftrength whereby to earn. extraordinary wa- 
ES. 

, 6, Then when ſickneſs or lameneſs cometh by this 

over-hard working, that mony is quickly ſpent; and 

beſides that, if he recover, yet he is hardly able to 

work atall when he groweth alitcle more into years. 

7. We may obſerve that Moderation in all things 
is good in work as well as in other things, for he that 
worketh moderately, and worketh ſix days in a Week, 
thall bring home more money to his Family, and 
keep his health and ftrength better than he that work- 
eth extreme hard for three or four days in a Week, and 
theniplayeth the reſt,and ſpendeth what he hath hard- 
ly laboured for in idle Company, 

8. Therefore I delire every Believer to take good 
obſervation of all theſe things, and. conſider well of 
them; and then that which he findeth to be moſt ro 
the Glory of God, and the peace of his own mind, 
let him ſo practiſe. 

9. Again, let all Believers ftrive to be moderate 
and temperate in their ſpirits, not ſuffering paſſion to 
overſway them; for many times Oathes are apt to 
break out of the mouths of men in their paſſion. 

10. However, if not Oaths, unſeemly words are 
ſpoken at ſuch a time, and it is that which cometh out 
of the mouth that defileth the man : And what is that 
which cometh out of the mouth to defile a man ? No- 
thing but vain words, and blaſpheming. " 

11. And I would not have any Saint to be guilty of 
blaſphemy, or vain words to defile himfelf. = 

12. Not but that I know every true believer hath {9 
much Faith as will keep him from blafpheming againſt, 
God, but there may be ſome that may be apt to por” | 
cVB 
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evil of men undeſervedly or unadvifedly. 

12. And whoſoever doth ſpeak evil of a man 
blaſphemeth againſt him, by bringing a reproach up- 
on his name ; and whoever doth evil to any man ſin- 
neth againſt him. 

14. Such are thote ſins.and blaſphemies again 
man which will be forgiven, but they will defile the 
mind abundantly, and break.its. peace exceedingly, 

therefore let no ſuch. corruption dwell with Bclic- 
VErs. 

15. Thirdly, let all Believers take ſpecial care that 
they do not give themſelves to laſciviouſncſs; Fornica« 
tion and Adultcry are crying fins 2 there is no rempo- 
ral fin can lie keneite upon the Conſcience, except 
Murther, Therefore let all Bclievers be ſure to keep 
themſelves from ail actual fins. 

16. Again, |t all believers be-ſure to keep their 
word of promiſe upon a temporal Account ; for it is 
the Credit and Reputation of a man in this life to 
keep his word and promile. 

17. For when once a mans word will not be taken 
becauſe it is uſual with him to break his promiſe, then 
his Reputation ſinketh, .and no man will truſt him 
with any thing of oe, 

18. Laſtly, above all things, letall Believers be ſure 
that they keep cloſe to the Truth, ſo that they do not 
g£0a whoring aſter ſtrange Ping nor ſuffer themſelves 
to be defiled with worſhipping of Idols. 

19. The: fin of Idolatry. is as bad as the fin of 
witchcraft, and the committing of fornication with 
Idols, is. worſe than any..Temporal Fornication or 
Whoredom, for the one deſert the Nous and the 0- 
ther dehileth the Spirit. ..'; 


£ oXPe 20. No 


"E31) 


20. No man'can ſay his heart is perfeX to the Lord 


God, when he cannot refrain from. going to wor= 


ſhip among thoſe that know not God, and bow him- 
ſelf ro Idols. | 


Cat vi 


Every true Believer is Heir to the Kingdom of Heaven, 


becauſe. he is free-born, and free by Redemption. 


Ls WV they are that are Believers, yet by: 


that corrupted Reaſon in them havebecn 

overcome to commit evil in any ſort whatſoever, they 
can witneſs the Torment belonging to it in themſelves, 
and thereby they learn to do righteouſly ever after, ha- 
ving by experience found the difference between do-* 
ing good and evil, | 
2. Inthe Apoſtles time there were ſome Believers; 
that through the occaſion of-ſfin had ſuch operations 
in them knowing by experience the difference be- 


tween doing good andevil, that they were able to de- 


clare unto other Believers what afflitions they had' 
undergone within themſelves for doirg thoſe things 
that were contrary to the Spirit of Truth. | 

3. They having by Faith overcome thoſe operati- 
ons, were made the more able -to withſtand them af-: 
terwards ; yet nevertheleſs left any Believers ſhould 
through the Temptation fall wilfully into fin, think- 
ing thereby -to be made ſtronger. in Faith, St. Paub 
nos Fg we fin that Grace. may abound? God for«\ 
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4- Therefore it is a greater comfort for all men, e- 


ſpecially Believers to live innocently all the dayes of 


their lives, than for them to fall once into fin, though 
by the forgiveneſs thereof they are made more able to 
withſtand Temptations afterwards. 

= 5. It isthe beſt for all Believers to jearn to be tem- 
perate and wiſe, and well to conſider the effects that 
will follow their ations, whereby tkere may be no 
cau fe of Repentance afterwards, then ſhall we keep 
our peace with God and man. 

6. If we donot keep our peace, then are we in bon- 
dage, and why ſhould we ſuffer our [clves to be carri- 
ed into bondage by iniquity, when asour Faith and 
Knowledge leadeth us to live in purity. 

7. We who are Bclicvers are both Free-born, and 
Free by Redemption. 

Firſt, we are Free-born, becauſe we are of the ſeed 
of Faith, called the Seed of Gods own body, which 
ſeed is Heir to the Kingdom of Heaven by birth. 

$. Secondly, Weare free by Redemption, becauſe 


our God paida great Ranſome for us to redeem us from 


{in and iniquity. | 

9. Our tins, thatis the fins of the Ele&t, were ſo 
great that no other price could ſatisfic that Debt, but 
tie death of the Godhead only. 

10. That God who created the World, fo loved 
tie World, that is the world of Ele& ; or the Ele& 
in the world, that for their ſakes alone did he lay down 
his Godhead-life for a moment in ſhame. | 

I1. That is, he ſuffered that ſhameful death upon 
Tac Croſs, betwixt two Thicves, whereby he was num- 
bred among Tranſereſſors, and all that was, that he 
might gain to himſelf power to raiſc all thoſe to _ 
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nal life and glory with himſelf, that had had faith to 
believe. 

12. That according to his promiſe he would ſend 
his Son, or become a Child himſelf in Mortality, 
and all thoſe that had faith to believe that he was the 
M<cſliah and Saviour of the world when he was 
come. 

13. Andall thoſe that now can truly belicve, that 
he is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, in one Single 
Perſon Glorifted, he laid down his Godhead life for. 

14. And allo by laying down his ſaid liſe, and ri- 
ling again, he purchaſed for himſelf a double Crown 
of Glory and Honour. 

15. Before Eternity became time, and time became 
Eternity again, that is, before God became a pure 
mortal man, and afterwards immortalized himſclt a- 
g41n, Which is a riddle too hard for the ſeed of the Ser- 
pent to underſtand. 

16. I ſay, before that bleſſed time God had the glo- 
ry and honour of a Creator only ; but by his death and 
riling again he hath now the glory and honour of the 
Redeemer and Saviour of the world; therefore accor- 


ding to his own promiſe, as it is written in //aiah, His 


Glory ts not given to another. 

17. Andas he purchaſed a double Glory to him- 
ſelf, ſolikewiſe hath he purchaſed Eternal life and 
glory for us who do truly believe him to be the only 
and aloue wiſc God. 

_ 18. Andalſoby his Death and Reſurre&ion he hath 
purchaſed for the unbelicying Reprobates crerlaſting 
Torments that will never end. 

19. What manner of lives therefore ought we to 
live being we are ſcnſible for what end and payne 
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the Creator of Heaven and Earth laid down his liſe. 
20. Thercfore let us firive always to do thoſe things 


which we know to be well pleaſing to our God, be- 


cauſe we _ are the true believers of the itneſſes of 
the Spirit, which is the Lords third and laſt Commilſ- 
fion or Teſtament, and ſo are a peculiar people in this 
Generation, knowing more of the mind of God, than 
any believers did in times paſt. 

21. Wherefore let not us darken this great and mar- 
vellous light by any unſeemly carrjage, but let us ab- 
ſtain from all manner of evil that may any way break 
Our peace, or beget a Civil war within us. 

22. Which war will not be ended until we lay 
down thoſe weapons, wherewith we fight againſt that 
Truth by which we have reccived the aflurance of 
our Salvation. 

23+ And by Repentance make our peace again, 
and ceaſe from all manner of evil, then by weil do- 
ing we ſhall not only keep our peace with God, but 
we ſhall alſo put to filence all thoſe that ſhall ſpeak 
cvil of Truth. 

24- They being ignorant of the power of Faith, 
which we have by believing Co mmiſſionated men , 
that had then Commyſſion and Power given them 
from Chriſt himſelf. 


CHAP. VIL 


when any evil is committed by a Believer, it [Papers the 


current of his Faith : Tet it is the heart that God _ 
| EE | acth- 
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deth, and not the outward appearance. That every 
Believer ſhould weed his own Garden. 


I. L /E who are Believers of the Commiſſion 
and Teſtament before expreſſed , know- 


ing that we have our hearts purified by obeying the —_ 


Truth, and having unfained love to the Prophets of 
the Lord for the Truths fake : Let us love all purity 
for that belongeth to truth. Zleſſed are the pure in 
heart, for they ſhall ſee God. 

2. This alſo may every belicver witneſs by experi- 
ence, that whenever he committeth any manner of e- 
vil that evil committed by him as it hath, ſo it will 
hinder and top the current of the Well-ſpring of 
Faith in him, and make it ſeem as if it were dried up, 
until it beginneth to ſpring forth again by Repen- 
tance. 

3. I witneſs this by experience in my Telf, and I 
know there are very few believers (if any at all ) but 
they will witnels the ſame, having had at one time or 
othera taſte of it, or will do it when ever they take a 
particular account of their folly. 

4+ Therefore I would have all Believers to muſter 
upall their follies, and the forces of them together, 
and disband them, and have no more ſervice for thoſe 
Souldiers of vanity who fight againſt truth. 

5. Yetforall this, I know it is the heart God mind- 
eth, and not the outward appearance: but by the out- 
ward appearance men are apt to judge either good or 
evil, but it is only they who ſee by the eye of Faith, 
and that know the nature of the two Seeds ( of the 
ſerpent and ofthe woman) that can give true judgment | 


ypon the Eternal condition of men. 
G 2 6. Let 
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6. Let mens outward appearances be what they 
will, by their words they ſhall be either juſtified or con- 
demned: for as there are many that make a great pro- 
ſeſſion of Righteouſneſs, and in their dealings are 
very juſt ſo that none can accuſe them for any evil, yer 


© by their deſpifing of Truth, We know them to be Re- 


probates. 
7. Soon the contrary, there may be ſome of the 


' Seed of Faith, that by their lives and Converſati-ns 


are not by the world diſcerned to have any thing of 
true knowledge in them by the outward appearance, 
becaufe they are full of folly, as being given to jcf- 
ing, fudling, breaking their promiſes, or ſuch like. 

8. Which things are not at all juftified and inbeing, 
and doing {o, they break their own peace as aforeſaid; 
& to the zealous ſort of the ſeed of Reaſon.it is ſo ridi- 
culous,that they think there can be no true Faith, where 
there is not a Phariſaical holineſs to be ſeen of men. 

9. Yet theſe Believers, which by the world are ac. 
counted ſinners, ſhall at the day of the Lord appcar 
all glorious, and be Crowned with honour, becauſe 
they had true Faith, and did truly believe that Chrift 
was the only and alone wiſe God, and that his Meſ- 
{engers were true Prophets, and that the Dodrine de- 
clared by them was true alſo ;. therefore it is by Faith, 
and not by outward appearance. that men are juſtified 
Dy in the ſight of God. _ & 

10. Now even hereuponlet all trae Believers lcarn- 
to be wiſe and moderate in all things upon a tempo- 
ral account, that they give not offence to'othyrs. | 

I 1. Neither let Believers who walk im the Light, 
lay ſtumbliag-blocks for others to fall at, who walk in 
dari neſs; but rather-labour. to remove all — 
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Kones out of the way, by a pure and holy life. 


12. That we by our upright living may bea means 
to draw others from their corrupt lives to a pure- aud 
holy converſation. c 


13. And ſure Iam, that there is none of the ſeed o 
faith, who have in any ſort led a corrupt life, but they 
are made ſenſible of their folly by thoſe affli&ions 
which have fallen upon their minds, by not keeping 
themſclves unſpotted to the world. 


14. That inward puniſhment is ſo uncaſie,nay ſharp. 


to bear, that it will cauſe all who have true faith to 
weed their Gardens fo clean from all manner of evil 


Weeds, that the pure flower of Faith may ſpread it 


ſelf forth. 

15. Then will the Truth elorionſly ſhine forth 39 
all thoſe Believers who have diſperſed the Clouds cg 
vanity, and caſt out rhe weeds of folly. 


CHAP: VIIL 


He is not accounted a wiſe man that will wilfully wound 
himſelf. How we may know when our fins are for- 
given. 


| take a Sword or Knife in his hand and 
wound himſelf wilfully, when he knoweth it will pur 
him to a great deal of pain ſo ſoon as it is done, |. be- 
ſides the lamentable miſery he muſt endure in the cu- 
ring of it again, 
- 2. Every time his wound is dreſſed or touched, it 
paitis him'more thanthe makipg'of the wound, _ 


6 IN out will account that man wiſe who will 
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he made in his haſty humour, alſo there will be a ble- 
milh in the skin a great whule after, if ever it do grow 
out at all. 

3- And ſoit js upon a ſpiritual account. None will 
take that man to be a ſpiritual wiſe man, that will 
wilfully break and wound his own peace, by break- 
ing the Law, or walking any way diſorderly, contrary 
to the Law of Faith. | 

4. He thatis faichful knoweth that he ſhall endure 
greater affligion upon his mind after he hath commit- 
ted evil, then at the time he had picaſure in the 
committing of it. 

5. Asa wound that is deep in the fleſh is more grie- 
vous and terrible to the Patient than it was pleaſant at 
the time of wounding ; ſo likewiſe is every fin or evil 
in the guilt of it more terrible to a man that hath true 
faith, when aftcrwards he confidereth what he hath 
done, than the delight he had in the time of the ating 
thereof, that he may ſay, 1t was but indeed the plea- 

ſure of fin for a ſcaſo:. | 

6. Every time the remembrance. of it cometh into 
his mind it riketh him to the heart, and woundeth 
his ſpirit ; and a wounded ſpirit who isable to bear 
It, 

7. The refle&ion of evil upon a mans mind is much 
like the dreſſing ofa deep wound in the fleſh. And as a 
wourd inthe flelh muſt be often dreft, ſo mutt he that is 
faithful, and yet committeth evil expe& to hear often 
of it. Thercfore let all belicvers learn to be wiſe and 
keep themſelves unſpotted to the world. 

| 8. Again, the blemiſh and reproach that will be 
upon a Believers name for being accounted a ſinner, 
will remain a long time before it be forgotten, if ever 
it wear out of memory. 9: There- 
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| 9+ Therefore let us that know the truth be an exam 
ple to others in all things that are juſt and honeſt both 
in our words and in the purity of ourlives and conver- 
farions, that all thoſe who are in- the truth, and they 
who ſhall come to the knowledge of the truth after us, 
may rejoyce in the publiſhing of our names, and nor 
to be aſhamed to make mention of us. 

10. To him that knoweth how to do well and do- 
eth it not, to him ir is fiv. Therefore let all true Be- 
lievers learn to do that which is juſtifiable both before 
God and man. | 

11» There are but two-things- which a Saint hath 
to mind , that is to k2ep peace wich God and himſeif 
uuſpotted in the world, and then he may appear with. 
boldneſs before the Throne of Grace. 

I2. Therefore let all Believers be ſure to waſh their 
hearts clean with the ſpirit of Truth ; for if there be 
any evil hid in the heart, that the world knoweth nor 
ofwhereby to accuſe them ; yet that Watchman 
which God hath ſet in the hearts of all men to watch 
their actions will accuſe them, if there be any evil 
lodged in the heart never ſo ſecretly. 

13. And this Watchman is the Law written in our 
natures; if that can accuſe us, then may we be aſſu- 
red to appear before the Judge of Heaven and Earth, 
becauſe we have broken that peace which we had with 
him; 

I 4+ Butif we have broken that peace, then we muſt 
be ſurc to make our peace again by Repentance, and 
hereby we may know whether our peace be made with 
God again, or no. 

15. Firft, if wedo acknowledge in our ſelves that 
we have broke his Law, ordone contrary to the —_— 
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of Faith which is Gods Divine Nature,” which as the 
— ſpeaks, the Saints or Believers are partakers 
of. 

Secondly, if wedo find in our fclves a hearty ſor- 
rowfulneſs, whereby we do truly repent that we t ave 
offended our God, in inning againſt ſo oreat a Li obe. 

16. Alfo thirdly l if after this Repentance we do 
forſake all thoſe evil ways which broke our peace, aud 
= cloſe to the I ruth in well doing. 

. Then may we be sſTured that all our Tranſgreſ- 
Gon. arc forgiven, and with boldneſs appear before the 
Throne of Grace, becauſe our fins arc blotted out, and 
will no more be brought i into rememvurance. 


EI I—_— 


CRAP. 1X. 


How Eternity became Time: and the Eternal Father be- 
came a Son, born of a Virgin. Now tu the Prophe- 


fie of laiah fuifelled. 


I. | et usſct our Aﬀe&ions wholly on things a- 

_4 bove, which we know do give the moſt and 
only ſatisfaion to the Soul and mind of man, ſo that 
we may appear to be ths Eic&t of God, to whom 
Gcd hath by bis laſt true Prc nets revealed and made 
known the riches of his Glory. 

2. Whereby we kaow how that it was the pleaſure of 
the Glorious God in Heaven above the Stars for a 
time to leave his Glorious Throne,and to —_— into 
the lower parts of the Earth. 

2/4 $1 That Earth which God deſceinded into was the 
Virgins 


_ oo AE io 
Virgins womb, therefore it is written, He deſcended 
into the lower parts of the earth; and lam aſſured that 
it cannot be proved by Faith, Reaſon, or Scriptures, 
chat God did otherwiſe deſcend intoany part of the 
Earth on which we tread. 

4. And the moſt high and holy God,the wiſe Crea- 
tor of all things was pleaſed to deſcend from hisim- , 
mortal Throne of Glory into the womb of a Virgiq 
who was but an carthly Creature, becauſe ſhe was ge- 
neratced from the firſt Adam, who was made of the 
duſt of the earth. | | Su 

5. Yet ſhe was a Virgin, and her Seed was pure and 
undefiled, and in her Womb didthe Immortal God, 
Mortalize and diſſolve himfelf- into Seed, and then 
did Eternity become time, and there did the wiſe 
Greator cloath his Godhcad-Spirit with fleſh and 
bones as with a Garment. 

6, The Virgin-wife Mery brought forth her Firſt- 


born, the Son of God, and the Eternal Father and 

Creator himſelf. Therefore it is written, He was in the 

world, and the world was made Z him, but the world 
fe 


knew him not, when he was manifefed in the fleſh. Alſo 
i is written, 77 him ( that is, in Chriſt ) dwellerh all 
the ſulnefiof the Godhead bodily. 

7. Again it is written,. 1ſaiah 4.3. 2. 1 aw the Lord 
thy God, the Holy One of Iſracl, thy Saviour. Ver. 11. 
1, even I, am the Lord, and befides me there is no Savis 
or. Chap. 44- ver. 6. 1 amthe firfh, and lam the left, 
and befides me there is no Grd, Chap. 42. ver. 8. 1am 
the Lord, that is my Name, and my Glory 1will not give 
#0 another. And in the 9th. Chapt. ver. 6. For unto 
3s a Child is born, unto us a Sons given, andthe Govern= 
ment ſhall be upon his ſhoulders, and his Name (ball = 
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called the wonderful Councellour, the Mighty God, the 
everlaſting Father, ' the Prince of Peace." Theſe. things 
were ſpoken by the Prophets long before Chriſt was 
born; whereby the Eye of Faith can clearly fee, thac 
there isno other Gidbutthar Chrift, which was God 
manifeſted iz the fleſb, ſeen of Angels preached unto the 
Gentilrs ,” believed on in the World, received up into 
Glory. Wn =: 
i 8: And therefore Time' is become Ercenity again, 
and Mortaliry is immortalized;and that God Chriſt is 
cm the fame plory that he. had before he 

came a Child. _ ITY | 

9. And ſince he was glorified, he hath faid; 7aw- 
Alpha and Omega, the Beginning and the Ending, ſaith 
the Lord, which is, and whith was, ana which is to come, 
the Almphty, And again, ſaith he, 7am'the Firſt and 
the Laſs. ' 1 am be that-was dead,avd am alive,and behold, 
I jive for evermores .  _ 

ro. Thus it is plain to all that have true. Faith, thar 
Immortality became Mortal,;and thac Mortality is be- 
come Immortal again. 7 for had not God.become mor- 
tal, he could not! have ſuffered that, death upon the 
Erdfs ;'and were notmortallity raiſed up to immorts- 
lity, he could nor live for evetmore. * | 

17. Thus doth Faith ſee how Eternity became 
Time, and how Time is become Etertiity again, and 
that Chriſt was the Creator as wel as the Redeemer. 
Many more places of Scripture there are to prove the 
fame, which I ſhall notname chem here.. * | 

12. I am ſure it is life Eternal to know the true 
God, and there is no other true God but Chriſt, and 
for this our Faith do we ſuffer reproach,. becauſe we. 
do traſt in the living God, who. is a God of a glorious 
Form and Subſtance. 73. But 


a | 
 13-Butbleſſed and happy ro all thoſe that ſuffer Re- 
proach only: for kavigg faih-tobelicve ipthetrueGod. 
Now - is that Prophelic of 1/ai«h fulfilled, in thache 
faid, That Child and Sen who was born awd. given to as, 


Jboxld be calleg the mighty God, the EverlaRing Father, 


tha Prince of Peave.' ial 
I4- For now have the witneſſes of the Spjrit decla- 
red, that Chriſt is both Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, 
in one ſingle Perſon glorified, and thege is no Satya- 
tion to be had without believing their xeport. ©, 
15-From hence Idefire,and cargeſtly exhortall the 

Seed of Faith, who are already come, or ſha'l hereaf- 

ter come to the knowledge of this blefſed Truth,to be 

very carcful and ſure to keep; their peace with God, 
by keeping cloſe tothe Truth, and keeping themſelyes 
unſpottad eothe World... _ | 

EG ' Brcaiſe it; hath becn the good will and plea. 

fore of our \Godito-seveal. uwntg 'Us by the mouth and 
Pan of. his laft.true Prophets, many.things which were 

not revealed to any Age before; therefore we may juſtly 
ſay , we do know more of the mind of God than any 
Bclicvers\ did in any Agg befors us. ,, .. - - 

17. We know whats, was declared by the triie Pro= 
plicts of old, & the Believers in their time coufd know 
nd more that: whas was then declared tothem:and try- 
ly to believe what was declared was ſufficicnt for them. 

: 18+: And the Believers in the Apoſtles time knew 
what was declared by the Prophets and what was dc- 
Clarad by thc Apoſtles alſo : ſo that they had a two- 
fold knowledge whereby they knew more of the mind 
of Godithan thoſe Believers, did, who lived inthe for, 
mer Prophets time. : ad | 
--19-:The Apoſtles DoQrine was not the ſame that 


the Prophets before them was, yet it agreed with the 
H 2 ſame; 
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ſame ; for as the Prophets had declared that the Me- 
fiah, or Son of God and Saviour of the World ſhould 
beborn of a Virgin, and'rhat' he ſhould have thoſe 
Titles due to him, which was to be called, The 2Migh- 
3 God, andthe Everlaſting Father. ; 

-.. - 20. Solikewiſe didthe Apoftles declare that he was 
come, and that Jeſus, the ſuppoſed: Son of Joſeph was 
the Son of God' and Saviour of the World, and that 
the Jews had put to death the Lord of life, and that 
that was the Blood of God ' which was {hed upon the 
Croſs; thus the Apoſtles Doarine did-agree with 
the Docrine which the Prophets of old had declared, 
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CHAP. X. 


How the Believers of the Witneſles of the Spirit have a 
threefold Knowledge ; and the Witnelles of the Spi- 
rit, are the third and laſt _ that God will 

ſend on this Earth, to declare his mind wats. the 


World. 


'M Nd.-we who are Believers of the rirneſſes of 
the Spirit, know what was declared by the 

holy Prophets of 01d, and alſo what was declared by 

the Apoftles, and wedo firmly believe that their De- 


clarations are true. *, © | "v5 7 

2. And we doalfokiiow and believe what is decla- 
red by the witneſſes of the Spirit to be true, whereby we 
have a threefold knowledge ; though the Declaration 
or Do&rine of the witneſſes of the Spirit. is not 'the 
ſame as the Prophets and A'poſtles were, yet it:doth 
agrec With them. 21 213dgur4 ton; 
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3. For as the true Prophets of old: did declare that 
the God of 1ſrae/ was the true God, and that befides 
him there was no Saviour, and that God would not 
give his Glory to another. 

4- And as the Apoftles do declare, That tho word 
Was God, and that word was made Fleſh, and dwelt a- 
mong them, and that he was manifeſted in the fleſh, and 
that in him was all fulneſs,and that the fulneff of the God- 
head dwelt bodily in (hriſt. 

5- Solikewiſe in confirmation of the true Prophets 
prophefie, and of the Apoftles Declaration, do the 
Witneſſes of the Spirit poſitively affirm and declare a- 
zainft Men and Angels that ſhall deny it, that there is 
noother God but that Fehovah, who is called the 
mighty God of Facoeb, and Holy One of Iſrael, who af- 
terwards, according to the Report of the Prophet 1/as- 
4h, was born of a Virgin, and that there was no other 
God but that Jeſus which was Crucified by the Ulnbe- 
lieving Jews, and he was the true God, whom io know 
i life eternal ; but the world knew it not, becauſe they 
had not faith to believe his words, for had they known 
it, they would nothave put to death the Lord of Life. 

6. The Everlafting Father and Crcator of all 
things was in the World, as is teftified by St. Fohn, 
Chap. 1. ver. 10. He was in the world, and the world 
was made by him, and the world knew bins not, ver. 14. 
the Apoſtles themſelves beheld his Glory,but 45 the glor 
of the only begotten of the Father,full of Grace and Trut 
becauſe he was then in Mortality. 

7. After his Death and Reſurre&ion Thomas put 
his fingers into his fide, and called him his Lord and his 
God. And he. was all the Apoſiles God; and therefore 
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Lords, and King of Kings, © $. Be- 


they call hjm the only wiſe God, their Saviour, Lord of 
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.  *B, Becauſe there was noe above him, *therefore he 
didrifc from the dead by: hisownt power, and after hys 
-ReſurreQion he did aſcend into Heaven, as 15 decla- 
red by the Apoſtles, and he is now m Heaven'glorifi- 


ed with the ſame Glory he had before he became ficſh, 


therefore his Glory is not given to another. ; 
9. The glorified man Chriſt Jeſns, was all the former 
true Prophets God before he became fleſh : & he was 
all the Apoſtles God after he became fleſh ; ſolike- 
.Wiſe he is the witneſſes of Spirits God, now he is fleſh 
and bone in Heaven glorihed ; thus it may be clearly 
diſcerned by-the Seed of faich, as they clearly prove 
-himto be Father, Son, and Holy Spirit in one fin- 
ple Perſon glorified ; and as all honour, praiſe, and 
glory doth belong to Chriſt now he 1s a ſpiritual bo- 
dy of fleſh and bone in Heaven, the itzeſſes of the 
Spirit do give no honour, praiſe of glory toany other 
God but to-Chrift. + . | 

He was Creator of this World as he was the Fa- 
ther; the Redeemer of his Ele& in the World as h; 
was the Son; and ſanRificr of all his people as he'is 
the Holy Spirit ; and here is the Trinity in Unity, 
and the Unity in the Trinity, yet but one Perſon. 

x0. Thus it is, and will appear plainly toall the 
Sced of faith, that the Wireſſes of the Spirit are the 
third and laft Prephets or Witnefſcs" that ever God 
will fend on this carth to declare: his mind unto the 
Wortd. | | 0. FT 

IT. [t is written in the firft Epiſtle of St. Johs, 
Chapt. 5. ver. 7.8. ' There are three that bear record in 
Heaven, the Father, the Son, and the Hoty Ghoſt, (from 
theſe words 'do moſt people *conctude' that they are 
three diſtin Perfons; end yet two'of them have. er 
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ther form or ſubſtance) and theſe three are one. So 
that it 1s plain to the Seed of faith (by that Text)they 
are all 'one in Eſſence, in Form and in Subftance, 
which is that glorious bodily ſubſtance of Chriſt : 
I - For in him dwelketh the fulnefs of the Godhead 
beaily. | 
r2.It is written alſo, And there aye three that bear wit- 
nefion earth, the Spirit the water,and the Blood, and theſe 
three agree in one; that is, in their Do&rine or Decla- 
ration they do agree in one, whercby we ſee the differ- 
ence between three being one, and three agreeing 
in one. | 
14- Though thoſe three which bear witneſs on. 
earth agree in their Declarations, yet they arc ſeveral 
Diſpenſations, and appear on the earth in ſeveral 
ages. 
ny 15. The firſt Witneſs on Earth was AMofes and the- 
reſt of the true Prophets, which fignified the Water in 
the Ceremonies of the Law; and they did all witneſs 
that God would either ſend a Saviour or become a 
Child in mortality himſelf zo redeem his people from 
their fins, as 1/aiah prophelied. | 
t6- The ſecond Witneſs was Chrift and his Apo- 
ſtles, and Chriſt did witneſs that he was come to fuf-- 
fer all thoſe things that the Prophets had declared con-! 
cerning him 3 ſo that Chriſt himfelf 'was that Wit- 
nefyof'the Blood, his blood was ſhed to waſh away 
the-ſinsof the: Ele& 3 and the Apoftles did declare, 
That they wire- Eye-witneſſes beth of | his Death, Reſur-' 
7 60Ti00, avid Aſernmiou. ? 1 2B-y"20063 AO 
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andihit ApoRtles id agree with the firſt Witneſs, 
whith'wss 7229ciand' the'othet Prophets.” For as the 
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firſt declared how. a Savipur. ſhould: be born:; fo the 
ſecond declared that he was born; and what he was to 
ſuffer and did ſuffer, with his Death and ReſurreRion, 
as aforeſaid. 

18. And the third and laſt Witneſs appeared on 
the Earth in the Year 1651, whoare the witneſſes of. 
the Spirit, and they do politively affirm and declare a- 


2ainit Men and Angels that {hall oppoſe or deny it, 


That there neither is, was, or ever (hall be any other God 
or Saviour, but that Goa-man Chrift Jeſus, who laid 
down his life for the fins of his people without the Gates 
of Jeruſalem, and the third day did riſe again, and with 
the ſame Body that he died and roſe againin, was he. ſee 
30 aſcend np into Glory in, when the Heavens opened to 
receive bim, according as is teflified in the Secrip- 
fures. 

19. Therefore it is plain toall thatare not quite 
blinde with ignorance ( ever. thoſe, of whom it is 
ſaid, They have eyes and ſee not, cars and hear not, nor 
heart to underftand) that Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt 
. make but one compleat Perſon, even the ſaid Lord Je- 
ſus Chrift, that God-man bleſſed for ever. 

20, And thercfore is all Glory that belongeth to 
'Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt given to Chriſt by all 
his choſen people, both Prophets, Apoſtles and Saints, 
as is declared by the witneſſes of the Spirit. 

21. Whercby it obligeth all who have faith to be- 
lieve Chriſt is God, to believe that Fohn Reeve and Lo- 
dowick Muggleton were ſent forth by an expreſs Com- 
mand from God, as is teftifed and declared by them to 
declare the mind of God, to a bloody and unbelieying 


:World, becauſe they do.unanimouſly agree with, the 


two former Witnefles, namely the Watcr and 'the 


Blood, 
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| Blood, who di1 declare Cli:i to be the only wile 


God and Creato: ci all thing. 

22. The fiſt is become lift, 41.} the laſt firſt 3 the 
Commiſſion of the Spirit is lat declared unto the 
world, yet the Spirit was before all things, and the 
two former Witneſſes, both the Prophets and Apo- 
ftles received their Commiſion from that Spirit which 
was a glorious Body in form like a Man from all Etcrs 
nity. 


CHAP. XL 


where the Truth and true Knowledge, Peace, and Sa- 
tisfation is to be had : Aud how it keepeth us 
from going a whorine after ſtrange Gods. 


I. Ruth, and true Knowledge are the things 

which only can and do give fatisfaRion. to 
the Mind of man. Truth doth always ſatisfhe thoſe 
that receive it in the love thereof, 

2. There is no Truth, nor true faith or knowledge 
inthe World but what is in the Commiſſton of the 
Spirit, therefore no true peace or ſatisfaftion to be had 
for thoſe who deſpiſe it : We who are Believers there- 
of, do know and underſtand all the things before 
ſaid. 

3- Let it not ſeem ſtrange to the World when they 


ſhall hear any of us ( who are true Believers of the. 
Lords lat Meſſengers ) ſay, that we know more of 


the mind 'of God concerning the glorious things of 
Eternity, than all the people of the World go 
| : I ore 
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There are none that know the true God, the right De- 
vil, the Nature and form of Angels, that the Soul and 
Body of man dieth together, and that they ſhall be 
raiſed again, and what Heaven and Hell is, and where 
they are, but only they who are Belicyers of the Com- 
miſſion or 1ineſſes of the Spirit. 

4. Therefore let no believer be aſhamed of his faith, 
but declare it with boldneſs if it be required of himin 
love, and at all times when there is a convenient ſea- 
ſon among civiland moderate men, but not among 
thoſe whom we know to be Blaſphemers. 

5. Chriſt forbiddeth to give that which is holy unto 
Dogs, and they who deſpiſe truth, are thoſe Dogs 
Chriſt ſpeaks of, and that which is not to be given 
them is the bread of life, which is holy ; therefore we 
arc not to declare the Eternal truth unto them, be- 
cauſe we are Children, leſt they ſhould bite us. 

6. Neither are we to caſt theſe precious Pearls of 


Truth before Swine, left they trample them under 


foot, and turn again and rendus : Theſe Swine are 
ſuch perſecuting Devils, as will not only deſpiſe the 
truth (as dung ) when they hear of it, but they will 
alſo ſeek to deſtroy him that declareth it for the truths 
ſake. 

7.But truth doth fully fatisfic all thoſe that do receive 
it with joy, and continue ftedfaſt in it, and it doth be- 
come both bread and water of life in them ; Truth is 
the bread of life, becauſe all thoſe that do feed thereon 
will hunger no more after the forgiveneſs of their fins, 
& their faith will be made ſo ftrong,by feeding all their 
days here on trtith, which is Chrift, that they will be 
able hereafter to live with him in Glory to Eter- 


nity. 
F 8. And 
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$. And this glorious truth is alſo the water of life 
in believers of this Commiſſion, becauſe it hath pur. 
ged and cleanſed their hearts from all manner of Idola- 
trous Worſhip, or Worſhipping of Idols, or unknown 
Gods, and it keepeth them from going a whoring af- 
ter itrange Gods, becauſe they are well acquainted 
with that truth which declareth unto them the true 
God Chriſt J:ſus, who only they worſhip in Spirit 
and Truth. 

9, And we who are Believers of this laſt and ſpiri- 
tual Commiſſion are to declare this truth plentifully to 
all thoſe we find weary and heavy laden with igno- 
rance, who yet are hungring and thirfting after true 
knowledge, whereby they might have the aſſurance of 
their Salvation perfe&ed in this life. To ſuch we are 
to declare our faith wich ſoundneſs of ſpecch that can- 
not be denied, that thoſe who are againft it may be 
alhamed. : 


CHAP. XIL 


How all ſober men are to labour to know what they be- 
. ieve, that they may lay hold on the good word of 
Prophefie ; and not be fed wp with Fancies to be- 
tieve in that which no mas can diſcribe what it is, 

or where it is. | 


Is Urthermore, let all ſober people labour and 

ſtrive ro know what they do beiieve,caatthey 
may be able togive a ſubſtantial Anſwer-to all wile 
men'that ſhall enquire of them what their faith is3 for 
I 2 It 
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it is not ſufficient to ſay as the ignorant do, Tbelieve' in 


God, or I believe that Chriſt dicd for all ſinners; and 
I hope to have the ſame benefit by his death 'as others 
have. 

2. Such like words a Child may be taught before 
he knoweth either good or evil, and moſt Religious 
peoples Children are educated up in ſuch a Lan- 
ovage ; yettheir Parents know not what nor where 
that God is they teach their Children to ſay they be. 
lievein. 437 
- 3+ For all thoſe that are not come to the knowledge 
of that truth which will teach them to know what the 
true God is,- though they are accounted wiſe and pru- 
dent by the world, yet they know not whatthe obje& 
of their faith is, becauſe that Infinite Spirit, as they 
call ic, which they ſzy they believe in, hath neither 
body, form, or ſubſtance, and therefore.ncither to be 
ſeen, felt, nor underſtood. | 

4-T heſe things are accounted Wiſdom to the world, 
but to us that know the true God it is fooliſhneſs. And 
there are none that can come to know what the true 
God is, and what that true worſhip is that doth belong 
to him ; but thoſe that have faith tobeiieve and lay 


hold of 'the good word of Prophefie ; and this cannot 


be learncd by Children, untitthey grow ' up to matu- 
rity of. years, for. they-muſt have good ungerſtanding 
before they are.capable: to: know' what:the good word 
of Propheſfic meaneth, which is the. glad,:idings of 


Salvation. 


5. There can be no true comfort in uncertain things. : 


What benefit or ſatisfa&tion can any man bave by hea» 


ring.that he hath an eftate of: great- value; iri- another: 
Country; but it i5:neither to be ſeen nor felt, noither:” 


can 
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can any man deſcribe what ſubſtance it doth contain, 
nor where it is. _ : 

6. Yet hundreds will be juſtifying that there is ſuch 
an Eſtate that doth belong to him ; bur1do ſay again, 
what benefit can a man expe from ſuch an Eſtate tf it 
be valued at 10000 //b. a year, being it is a ſhadow and 
not a ſubſtance. 

7- Who would not account him a mad man or a 
ſool that would be fed up with ſuch fancies of men, to 
believe that ar one time or other he ſhould enjoy great 
happineſs and comfort by that Eftate which folks talk 
ſo much of, though the wilſeſt of them that talk ſo 
much inthe praiſe of it, are not able todeclare unto 
him the ſubſtance of it, nor in what Country it is (ci- 
RSA. 

$. Thus it is with ſuch men that do believe the Re- 
port of thoſe men who call themſclves Miniſters of the 

Goſpel of Chriſt , when they declare unto the peo- 
ple, and ſpeak much of the Glory of God, and of that 
Glory which they ſhall enjoy with him that walk up- 
rightly before him ; and yet they tell the people, that 
their God hath neither body,form, nor ſubſtance ; now 
if he be a ſpiritual ſubſtance, then he muſt have a body 
and form ſutable to it. | 
''9, Neither can or do they tell] their ignorant Diſci- 
ples or Believers where that God is, with whom they 
muſt enjoy their Glory; for they ſay he is every where, 
and ifhe be every where, then there is no more glory 
to be received with God, then we already enjoy. 

10. Thenir were in vain for Saints to believe and 
expea glory with their God in another world, if God - 
br'in all thiogs and places, as moſt peoplearc taught - 
tobtlieve; "On DER : 
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11. Let all wiſe, ſober wiſe men confider with 
' themſelves what little ſatisfatian they have found in : 
believing'in that unknown God. , And what fatisfa- ; 
ion can any man have in believing that his body | 
ſhall be raiſed again like unto the glorious body cf 
. God, and yet bel:zeve that God hath never a body to 
enjoy his own glory inagain; What ſatisfaRion or 
felicity, joy or comfort can any man expeA toenjoy 
in, or with that God in another world, who hath nei- 
ther body nor form for them to behold. | | 
12. Again, why are the Eyes of the people ſo dark- , 
ned ? or why arc they to ignorait to think'or belieye | 
that God hath neither body nor form ? Why ? Be- 
cauſe it is now as 1t was in the former true Prophets 
time, inthe days of 7/azah, Iſaiati 9. .16.. The Teachers 


£ > cauſe the people to erre, and they that are taught by them ; 
are deftroyed. | CE Eat 5 - ; 

13. And do'not all tharare:now leaders'of the peo- ; 

-ple, or Teachers* of Congregations teach- the people ? 

to believe that God is every where at one and the ſame | 


time without cither body or form, as'T heard Dr. Fa- . 
comb, when he did teach at that place called- St. Mar- f 
tins Ladgare teach tis Congregation that they ſhould | 
not think nor believe that God had either head, face, : 
arms or ſhoulders as a man hath. X | | 
14. Andthe ſame time his Text was, God made man 
in his own Irhage 3; but faidhe, God Created ,man in 
| rightcouſnefs and holineſs like unto himſelf, ſo that. 
Mr. J acomb would have holineſs and righteouſneſs to 
: be quite out of form, neither hath his God ever. a body, 
for his holineſs and righteouſneſs to dwell in, but what 
he is beholding to-his Creatures for, becauſc he want- ,. 
eth a ſpiritual body of his own.” a 
15- Oh! 
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15- Oh? It isa moſt groſs Error, to teach the peo- 

ple to believe thatthe glorious Creator of Heaven and 

Earth vath neither head nor face. Thoſe people ſo 

taught and ſo believing, by that means defpile- the true. 

God, who hath a ſpiritual Body, with all parts like a 
man in Heaven glorified. 

' 16. I ſay, theſe people will be deſtroyed to Eterni- 
ty ; for he that teacheth the people tobelieve that God 
hath neither head nor face, had as good teach them to 
believe that God hath neither eyes to ſee, nor cars to 
hear, nor a mouth to ſpeak withal, and ſo teach them 
to believe that God-is blind, deaf and dumb, and ſo bid 
them fall to the Idolatrous worſhipping of Stocks and 
Stones again, as peopledid in former times before the 
Goſpel was preached. 

17. But where: the Goſpel is preached, and the 
truth ſpread abroad, and where the true Ged is made 
known, the worſhipping and believing in ſuch a God 
as hath neither body nor form is worſe and more Ido-- 
latrous than their worſhipping of graven Images was 
in-former times, before the true God was declared and 
made known unto us. But now he is declared unto 
all who have eyes to ſec, and cars to hear, and none but. 
thoſe that have true faith to believe in him ſhall te: 
ſaved. | 
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CHAP. XIL 


iu Chrift is comprehended the whole Trinity : no man 


on this earth cap prove three Perſons in the Tri- 
ay. | 


1. That 
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I, Hat God who will ſave all them: that believe 
in him, isthe Lord Jeſus Chriſt (before men- 
tioned ) who is both Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt in 
one ſingle perſon glorified : And that perſonal God is 
a ſpiritual body in form like a man, and in that bleiled 
body of Chriſt is comprehended the whole Tri- 
nity. 
4 The liſe of that bleſſed body is the Eternal Fa- ; 
ther and Mighty God, who clothed himſelf with flelh |} 
and bone in the womb of the Virgin, and: that fleſh 7 
and bone is the Son of God. And thoſe powerful *!' 
Words which were Spirit and Life, that proceeded *! 
from the Father within , through the mouth of rhe 
the Son, was the Holy Ghoſt : So it is plain there is 
but one Perſon though three Titles in the Trinity ; and 
I am ſure there is not a man inthe world who is able 
to prove that the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghoſt 
arc three diſtin& Perſons. 

3- All that teach the people to believe in three Per- 
ſons, may ſay as Mr. Walton who was Miniſter of Nap-. 
tot in Leiceſterſhire ſaid unto me in Shasby, If I could 

* not believe that there were three Perſons and but one God, 
he could not prove it ; and in that hetold me the 
truth. 

4. All 'people that underſtand what a Perſon is, 
knoweth that that word Perſon doth fignifie a body, 
and all bodies, both ſpiritual bodies and temporal bo- {| 

l| dies arc diftin& one from another except they be mon- 
' ters ; Therefore if Fathur, Son, and Holy Ghoſt be ; 

three diſtin& P..iſons, and every one of them have the 
Title of a God, then there are three Gods. .. BO 
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' 5, Again,how can any man go about to prove three 


Perſons in the Trinity, when all thoſe that declare 


that Do&rine deny the Father to be in a ſpiri- 
tual body ; for fay they, God is an Incompreheaſible 
Spirit in all things, and in all places at one and the 


-fame time. X 


6. Secondly, they deny the @ovly GhoFt to be a bo- 
dy ; but ſay they, the Holy Ghoſt is a ſanRifying Spi- 
rit which proccedeth both from Father and Son ; ſo 
there they loſe the third Perſon. 

7. But when they come to the Son, then the (ay, 
Chriſt was born of the Virgin wich fleſh and bone ; fo 


thatall Religious perſons, but the Quakers, will own 


Chriſt to havea body now in Heaven glorifed. 

8. And the wiſeft man living cannot find any other 
Perſon of-God but Chriſt, For in hims dwels 2l| the fulnef 
of the Godhead bodily ; and he is the firfÞ and the laſt, 
and it is he that was acad and is alive, and behold he li- 
wveth for evermore. 

9. Again, it is plain by Scripture that God is but in 
-one place at once, for, he came into the Garden in the 
cool of the day to look for Adam ; fo that 6od was not in 
that Garden before the coolof the day; for its ſaid, 
then he came into the Garden, and ſaid, where art thon, 
Adam? and Adam could not have had a thought to 
hide himſelf from God, but that he had ſeen God with 
his eyes, and knew he'was a ſpiritual body inform like 


 hirafelf, and-/that he could be but in one place ar 


once ; for Adam did ſee God face to face when he was 


.1n his innocencie. 


10, -Furthermore, had'God been a Spirit without a 
Body, as people ignorently imagine him to be, and in 


'every'place at one -and'the ſame time, then he would 


"0 have 
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have beeg.with Adewat all times, and in allplaces, ſo 
that there would have been no occafion for Gd to have 
ſaid, where art thou, Adam? nor. for Hdam to have 
ſaid, 1 heard thy woice in the Garden, and 1 hid my 
ſelf. = 
Et Which words do imply, that God was not al- 
ways in the Gardengwith Adam, yet ſometimes he 
was there, but when he was there, he was not all over 
| the Garden at once, much leſs then is he in all places 
\f+ and in all things in the world at all times. ; 
j 12. Secondly, it is written, God put: «Moſes into 
a Clift of the Rock, whilcf he paſſed by ; therefore 
if God had been in all places, he would have been in 
the Clift of the Rock ; Alſo then he could not have 
paſſed by that place ſo long as he had been in it, nei- 
ther can he be ſaid to paſs by that place, which he is 
never out on, neither was he in that place at that time 
he paſled by it. 
13-Again, when God appeared to Xoſes in the Buſh, 
i then was God inno other-place in this world at that 
| time, for had he been in all. things, all things would 
have burned as the Buſh,did, and 'where ever God is, 
he purifeth that place, and maketh it holy ; therefore 
the ground on which Aoſes. ood: was made holy 
ground, and Aoſes was not ſuffered to keep his ſhoocs | 
on his feet. ' 
14. Alwayes where God is that place is holy, ſurcly 
no man dare lay tothe cpntrary, and then without all ; 
Controveriie, if God be every where, and in all things ] 
in this world, then all things and. al-places mu be 
holy, gr ele God myRtidwell wicth-ungleatmels. - ; 
I 5» Furthermore, azfpre 25-890 6 all life apd light, ; 
fo where that glorious Grdis refidents these-ls _— 
| 7 cat 


hos LE NE III , 
- _ _ LIT ha ST INY oe 


SO URCTIONNOT LETS 


GEES ITT 0 AT PAST ISPE= 


RE EE ER IE tes WY 


A SIR WY 


(59) 
death nor darkneſs : And ſeeing both death and dark- 
neſs reigneth in this world, why ſhould people be fo 
ignorant tobelieve that God. is always in this world, 
when by that it isevident that he is not here atall. 

16. Objett. 'But then ſome may. ſay unto me, 70% 
declare that Chrift was the, Eternal Father and Mighty 
God, as well as the Som, Why then mas there. any darkneſs 
or death in this world ' when 'Ghriſt was - upon the 
Earth ? 

18. Asſw. To that Ianſwer. Though the Crea- 
tor and Eternal Father was in this world, yet his glo- 
ry could not be ſeen, becauſe he had clothed -himſeli 
with pure mortality, wherewith his glory was Cloud. 
ed, which was the cauſe darkneſs took its courſe. And 
becauſe the Immortal God was at that time become 
pure mortality himſelf, and Eternity become time, 
therefore did he ſuffer death, to ſeife on all as formerly. 

18. There would have been no _necd of.any Created 
Light, if Goa had decreed to have lived in this world 
in hisglory. Butas the glorious Wiſdom of. God mo- 
ved him to Create this world, ſo likewiſe did his Wiſ- 
dom move him to create ſuch glotious Bodies, as Sun, 
Moon, and Stars, to give light to ſuch Creatures, as 
afterwards ſhould be created by him. | 

19.God did decree within himſelf to live inthat - 
ritualKingdom of uncreated glory,above or beyond the 
Stars, which place of Spiritual glory is only fic for 
ſuch a Spiritual glorious Majeſty to live'in. Again, 
when Moſes was in the Mount then God was there, and 
no whereelſc,therefore the Mount ſmoaked like a fur- 
nace and quaked,becauſe the preſence of theAlmighty 
God was deſcended upon it : And all, both man and 
beaft that did ge within the bounds that Hoſes had ſet 
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to touch the Mount, or to gaze upon it whileſt the pre- 
ſence of God was there, was to be put to death. 

20. And Moſes was to ſandifie the people, and they 
were to waſh their clothes, and not to come at their 
wives, but tobe ready in all holineſs when God was 
to come down upon the Mount :: And the Priefts who 
were to come near the Lord, were to ſanRific them- 
ſelves, yet not to touch the Mount whereon. God was 
deſcended. 

21. But now adays, they who have gathered Con- 
gregations, and are Teachers of them; they teach the 
people to believe: that God dwellcth alwayes with 
chem, though they are hithy and unclean; and fo they 
make God the Author. of all wickedneſs, becauſe they 
believe God is always preſent with them. 

22. [ know what is written in the 139 Pſalm, hi: 
ther ſhall I go from thy Spirit, or whither ſball 1fly from 
thy preſence-; if 1 aſcend up into Heaven,thos art there;if 
I make my bed in Hell, behold thou art there,if 1take the 
wings of the Morning, and dwell in the uttermoZt parts 
of the Sea, there fball thy hands lead me. This is one of 
thechicſclt places people have to uphold them in that 
belief, that -God-is every where at once ; but that Text 
hath no fuch fignification in it.. 

23. . Thoſe words of David doth ſetforth to all the 
Seed of Faith, that God by his'power can find us out 
whereſoever we are, and he hath ſet his Watchman to 
watch us whereever we-go ; and God's Watchman1s 
the Law written-in our hearts and natures: which will 
accuſe us whero ever we: go to hide our ſelves: from 
God. ': 

24. For if we go dowr-into: the deep waters, orbe 
buried in the bottom of the. Earth, the power of: God 
is 
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is there, God can command the Sea, Hcll,or the Grave 
to give up thoſe they kcep priſoners there : And in 
that reſpe& God is in all places by his power, becaulc 
he hath power to command all places to deliver up 
man unto him. There is no reſiſting of the power of 
God, for by him all things were Created, and when 
his glory will move him to give forth the word of 
Command to deſtroy all things. 

25. Then this fair Fabiick of the World will be- 
come deſolate of all its beauty, and becoms a Chaos 
of Confuſion, .and then if God were in. all things, 
would he deſtroy partof himſelf. 

26: Sothat it is plain to the Secd of Faith, that he 
isno ſpiritual wiſe man who belicveth or teacheth 0- 
thers to believe that God is in all things andin all pla- 
ces, but hath not a ſpiritual body of his own to enjoy 
his glory in. 

27. Again, when God wreſtled with Jacob, he was 
in the ſtature and form of a man. Here I know ſome 
will ſay that it was an Angel, and not Godthat wreſt- 
led with Facob ; if itbe ſo granted that it was an An- 
gel, then it muſt be granted that Angels have bodies 
like men. 

28. The.bodyof the Almighty God 1s a fpiritual 
body, in form like the holy Angels : and as God is cal - 
led a Spirit, ſoare the Angels called Miniftring Spi- 
rits; but neither God nor the holy Angels are bodileſs- 
Spirits, for both God and the holy Angels have ſpiri- 
gal bodies to aſcend or deſcend jn at their plea- 
Ure. | 

29.. And as ſure as thoſe two' Angels that came to 
Lot had bodies,ſo ſure have all the Angels in Heaven 
bodies,and they do not aſſume to themſelves bodies at 
Ho certain 
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certain times, as ſome people vainly imagine, for they 
were Created with ſpiritual bodics of their own. | 

30. And God created man in his own Image and form, 
and indced it jsto be acknowledged be was created in 
holineſs and righteonſneſ), yet 1t is undeniably known 
that holineſs and righteouſneſs, ſfignihe nothing with- 
out bodics to at them in. | 

31. Ever fincethe Creation of the World, God 
hath been declared to bein the form of man by all his 
Ptopbets and Apoſtles. In all appearances hath God 
appcarcd unto man in the form of man. And God 
when he was manifetted in fleſh and dwelt among 
men, ſaid, he was like unto man in all things, fin ex- 
cepted, 

32. It is written Gem. 32. 24. #hat Jacob was left 
alone, and there wreſiled a man with him until the break 
of the day, ver. 30. And he ſaid Ihave ſeen God face to 
face, and my life is preſerved. Now how could Facob 
have ſeen the face of God, if God had not a farce tobe 
ſeen, (as Mr. Jacombe targht his Congregation he 
had nor.) 

32. Alfo it is written, God ſpake to Moſes month t o 
mouth, as a man ſpeaketh to his friend : Could God 
have a mouth without head or face? Surely no, only 
blind and unclean Reaſon doth imagine that God is a 
formleſs Spirit. | 

24+ True itis, that Reaſons God 1s without form, 
for that God which hath neither head nor facc, 
nor any other parts, is a formleſs thing in- 
deed. Butour God is a God in form, he was a fpiri- 
tual perſon in the form of a man from allEternity. 

35- Aﬀter he became a Chitgof flc{h, blood, and 
bone in the wornb of the Virgin-wife Aſary, and = 
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born and brought forth into this world, heprew up in 
ſtature to be a pure man in mortality, then:could both 
Saints and Devils behold his bleſſed face and live, be- 
cauſc he was then in the Rate of Mortality, - yet with: 
out fin. | 

36. But when God was upon this earth that all 
mig..t ſce him and his wonderful works, yet we read 
in Scripture how few bclieved in him, none but the 
Secd of Faith, the Seed of God in the Generation of 
Adam, therewere none elſe that could believe that Je- 
ſys was the Son of God. 

37. The Seed of Reaſon, that is, the Seed of the 
Serpent in the Generation of curſed Cain did deſpiſe 
him, and call him Blaſphcmer, and at laſt they pur 
him to death. 

3$. Therefore let not us wonder there are ſo few 
that can believe that that Jeſus is now both Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoſt in one fingle Perſon in Heaven 
elorifed. 

39- Again, when the three Children were preſerved 
in the ficry furnace, oze /ike the Son of Man was ſeen 
70 walk there. So Johnthe Divine in a Viſion ſaw one 
like the Son of Man to lay his hand on him. So itis 
clear to all the Seed of Faith, that God and his An- 
gels always appeared like men, whether it was in Vi- 
ton, Dream, Revelation, or to the fight of the natural 
Eye. 

40. Therefore why ſhould men be ſo ignorant to 
think or believe that God hath no parts or paſſion at 
all ? Butthe Reaſon why all people cannot believe 
the truth is,becauſe there is two Seeds and Generation 
from the beginning of the world, that is, rhe Seed of the 
woman, and the Seed of the Serpent. 

41. Theſe 


41. Theſe two Seeds have brought forth two Ge- 
nerations : the Seed of the Woman is the Generati- 
on of Adam, of which was the bleſled Seth, who called 
upon the Name of the Lord; and Seth was given to 4- 
dem in the room of righteous Abe! whom Cain ſlew, 
and the Offspring or Generation of Seth are they that 
believe, underſtand, know, and [ce by the eye of faith 
in this World, that the glorious body of God is in the 
form of man in Heaven, where they will behold him 
face to facc in glory, aftcr they have paſſed from death 
to eternal liſc. 

42. And the Seed of the Serpent arc the Generati- 
on of curſed Cain; for the Serpent was that unclean 
Angel who was caſt out of Heaven, and it was he that 
was the Tree of Knowledge of Good and Evil; and it was 
of that Tree which Eve did eat, and her cating was 
believing his Godlike words, wherewith he perſwaded 
her that they ſhould be as Gods knowing Good and Evil, 
if ſhe would but adhere to him, and yield to his de- 
fire, which ſhe did. | | 

43- Thus came fin into the World, and death by, 

fin ( which the Apoſtle hints at, ) Eve yielding unts 
the Temptations of the ſaid fallen Angel, for none 
knew Good or Evil but he, ſhe not knowing what the 
iſflue of it would be, immediately he pierced into or 
through her ſecret parts into her womb,diſſolved him- 
ſelf into Seed and nature, which Seed quickned again 
into mortal life in the womb of .Eve. 

44. So the Devil clothed himſelf in the Womb of 
Eve, and ſhe brought forth-her firkt-born Son of the 
devil,though ſhe ſaid,She ha gotten him from the Lord; 
and he was the very Devil himſelf, and his name was 
called Cain, according to his nature, Cwr/ed: And M 
41 
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Cain begat Sons and Daughters, of whoſe Generation 
are the greateſt part of the people in the World. 

45. And as their Father the Devil ( who was a De- 
ceiver, Lyar, and a Murtherer from the beginning ) did 
loſe his glory by rebclling againſt his Creator when he 
was in Heaven, ſo likewiſe he loſt the knowledge of 
himſelf by diflolving himſelf into Seed in the Womb 
of Eve, as aforcſaid. 

46. After he was born into this World he could ne- 
ver attain to the knowledg of God or himſelf any more ; 
nor is there any of his Sced that ſhall ever come to the 


' knowledge of the true God, or their own natures, only 


they may call, Zord, Lord, and ſay as the Generations 
of the ſame Seed before them have done, Have not we - 
Abraham to our Father, @*c. 

47- This Sced and Generation of men will never 
behold the face of that glorious God, who they have 
denied to have a face of his own, neither ( as I ſaid 
before) can they attain to the knowledge to know 
what themſelves are, ſo long as they live in this 
World. 

48. Butas for the Children who are of the Serpents 
Seed, and yet die in their Infancie, they will be raiſed 
upto the ſame ſtate of glory as that Serpent-Tree of 
Knowledge of Good and Evil was in before his Fall, for 
God is juſt, and he will not puniſh any Child with e- 
verlaſting puniſhment for the ſins of the Parents. 

49. Allthoſe that are appointed. to everlaſting De- 
ſtruction are likewiſe appointed to live to the years of 
maturity in this life, that they may fight againſt God, 
by oppoſing his Truch declared by his Meſſengers, 
thac they may be damned for their own wickednels 
ang unbelief. Eo 

| L 50. Though 
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50. Thovgh it is written, Jacob have 1 loved, and 
Eſau have I hated before that they had done either good or 
evil; yet weare to mind that they were appointed to 
live to the years of maturity to fulfil the Decree of 50d ; 
and they could not die in their Infancie, becauſe God 
had likewiſe ſaid, i» Rebecca's womb was two Nations : 
therefore they were to live to be men, that there might 
come two great Nations out of their loyns, to fulkil 
Gods decree in thoſe words. 


CHAP... XIV. 


God is not in this world at all, but at ſuch times us his 
Glory moveth him, to come down for a time : nei- 
ther doth God dwell in this world any other way, 
but in the-hearts of his Saints by Faith, There js 
no Salvation for thoſe that refuſe ChriFt to be their 


God. 


1. TT is written, Gez. Chap. 35. wer. 1. Jacob was 
commanded to make an Altar unto that God who 
appeared to him when he parted from his Brother Eſau, 
Ver. 9. God appeared to Facob again, VEr. 11. God ap- 
peared to Facob again, ver. 11. God told F aceb plainly, 
that he was Ged Almighty, and bid him be fruitful and 
multiply. Ver. 13. God went up from the place where he 
talked with him, So that it plainly appears by Scrip- 
ture, that it was God that appeared to Facob, and God 
was then in a body, and diſtin from all things. 
2. After this God went up into glory again, his 


Wiſdom having moyed him to leave that place for a 
time, 
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time, until he was pleaſed to come down apain to talk 
with 7 acob,as he did to ſeveral other men , whom he 
loved. 

3+ That 2e/chiſedech King of Salem, who met 4- 
bram inthe way, and brouzht bread and wine unto him, 
was God himſelf} and then he was in the perſon of 8 
man. 

4. Again, God talked with Abram in the ninctieth 
year of bis age, and ſaid to him ( as he did to Facob ) 
1 am Goa Almighty ; then Abram fell on his face before 
Goa; and then God changed Abrams name to CAbra- 
bam, as you may read Gen. 17. 

5. Alloit is ſaid, there came three Angels unto 4- 
braham, and Abraham cauſed them to come to him un- 
der a Tree, and waſhed their feet, and gave them 
meat ;z one of them was God, and that was he whom 
Abraham treated ſo much with for Sodow ; and the two 
Angels went to Sodoz, and they were in the forms of 
men, and taken for men. 

6. In ſeveral other places it Holy Writ, God is ſaid 
to come down from Heaven ; and in ſome places, God is 
Jai to look down from Heaven ; ſo that all who have 
any faith in the Scriptures, or are not blind with ig- 
norance, may know that God is not in the World at 
all, but at ſuch time as his glorious Wiſdom moveth 
him to leave his Throne for a moment, or ſmall ſpace 
of time to come down and talk with his Creatures. 

7. As he did to Abraham,' Facob, Moſes, and ſuch 
like men, and then to aſcend to his Throne of glory a- 

ain; therefore how can any wiſe ſober man imagine 
of think that God is alwayes in this World, and in all 
things, vvhen by the Holy Scriptures ir isproved to 


the contrary. 
& 3 8. Object 
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8. 0ljef. But I know many people will Objec, 


and ſay, How can this be true, that ſo many men have 
ſeen the face of God, when it is written, that no man can 
ſee the face of Goa and live. 

9. Anſw. Waen the glorious Wiſdom of God mo- 
ved him to leave his Heavenly Throne and come 
down into this World and fpeak to his Creatures on 
this Earth, then God did leave his bright burning glo- 
ry behind him, or elſe cover it with a vail, whereby 
man might be able to behold his face and live. 

10. When God ſaid, No man conld ſee his face and 
live, then was he in his Kingdom of glory ; and true 
itis, that no man in Mortality can >chcld the bright 
burning glorious face of God in his glory & live; for if 
the eye of man benotable to look upon the {Created 
Sun when it {bincth in its ftirength, much lefs is he able 
to look upon the Creator when he fitteth on the 
Throne of Heaven, vvhere his face ihineth ten times 
brighter than the Created Sun in its ſtrength ; and this 
I think, that there is no man vvhodoth own there 
ts a God, darcth to deny. F 

I1. Then how can they believe that God is at all 
times in this World, ſecing that when the created Sun 
is gone down there is preſent darkneſs all over this 
part of the world , but where the Creator is, there 
is no need of the created Sun togive light. 

12. The light of that Sun is no more to the light of 
God himſelf,than the light of a Candle is to the Sun; 
therefore it is plain, God dwelleth. in this World 


no otherwiſe than in the hearts of his Saints by 


Faith. 


12. Furthermore, I would riot have any of the ſeed 
of Faith tobe ſo ignorant, as to think or believe: that 


God 
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God is ſo large in perſon to fit upon his Throne in 
Heaven, and at the ſame time'to touch rhis Earth with 
his foot, though ics written, Heaven is my Throne,and 
the Earth is my f02t Flool. 

14. For there is Spiritual Earth in the Kingdom of 
glory for our bic{ſ:4 God to ſet his Divine feet upon, 
yet this carth is counted with God to be as his foot- 
Kool in this reſpec, tecauſe the Kingdom of Heaven 
above doth ſo much exceed this world in glory, that 
this carth or world with all its beauty, wherein thefe&is” 
ſo many Thrones for Kings and Emperours to fit on, 
yet all their Thrones and the glory belonging to them 
arc but as a footſtoo]l, in compariſon to that glorious 
Throne whereon our blefled God Chriſt Feſus fitteth 
in another world above or beyond the Stars. 

I5- But I know, when theſe ſayings of mine are 
ſpread abroad in the World, moſt people will be filled 
with envy againſt them, and contradi& them with 
Blaſphemy, as the Jews did. the preaching of St. Paul 
and Barnabas, AR, 12. 45+ : 

16. For now adays the generality of people can no 
more endure to hear Chriſt declared to be the A/mizgh- 
ty God, and Everlafting Father, according to the Pro- 
phefic of 7/azah 9. 6. than the Jews could endure to 
hear Jeſus to be declared to be the Son of God and Sa- 
viour of the World. 

17. Therefore as ſure as there was no Salvation for 
thoſe that did deſpiſe Jeſus, and refuſed him to be their 
God and Saviour when he was upon the Earth accor- 
ding as he was declared to be by his Apoſtle, ſo ſure it 
is now, there is no Salvation for them that dodeſpiſe 

the bleſſed Body of Chrift Jeſus in Heaven glorified, 
refufing him' to be their God, who hath a Spiritual 
body, 
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body, to enjoy his glory in, or chuſe to them(elyes a 
bodileſs God without form or ſubſtance to rule over 
them contrary to the Declaration cf the laſt true Pro- 
phers or Meſſengers of God. 

18. Therefore there is none who hath either heard 
their Declaration, or read their Writings that can 
plea ignorance, and ſay, they never heard plainly 
what the true God was, or is; but there are many thou- 
ſands who may plead that they wanted faith to believe 
in that God which is but in one placc at once, and[I 
am ſure all thoſe that want faith to believe in that 
God in this World, will want glory in Heaven here- 
aſter. | 


CHAP. £V. 


The Soul of Man is Generated with its Body, therefore 
it liveth and dieth with the Body, and is never par 
ted from it, 


IT is generally believed, that the cauſe of a mans ' 


dying 1s, becauſe the Soul departeth from the 

body, but that is only Imagination, for the Soul. of 

man can live no longer without his body, than the 
body can without the Soul-. 

2. For the Soul of a man cometh out of the loyns of 

a man as well as the body, as it is written ----- out of 

Tacobs loyns came threeſcore ana uaxteen Souls ; and the 


Soul doth ſecretly lie hid in the Seed, like a ſpark of | 


inviſible fire, and that is the-life of the Seed. 7 
3. God hath placed Seed in man to cauſe. itto ſpring 


forth | 


- 
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forth of his loyns,th-r-ſore did he bid them, Adam and 
Eve, Increaſe a1 14{tiply, which was to repleniſh the 
earth ;-Ever ii hath every fcel brought ſorth its 
own 210! ordirg 35 God had decrecd ihey {hould, 
W107 40y, mmediate heip from him. 

4. For Ged'gid decree before he made a We« man, 
that the Szed of man being ſown in the womb of a wo. 
man ſhould there dc aud quicken again by the power 
of his Creative word, when he bid them increaſe ani 
multiply. 

5. As God ſaid, Tet there be light, and let there be 
a Firmament, and it was ſo ; and let the waters be ga- 
thered into one place, and they were ſo ; and do lo conti- 
nue by the power of that word which commanded 
them ſo to appear. 

6. Sodoth every Seed bring forth its own body, 
whether it be man or beaſt, according to the time of 
life which God appointed at the firſt without any 
more additional help from him. 

7. Let it not be thought by any, that God doth in- 
fuſe a Soul into a Child after the man hath given his 
Sced tothe woman ( this would make him a partaker 
with the Adulterers ) but the Soul which is the life of 
the Sced ( as aforeſaid ) dieth in the womb, and quick- 
neth again in the Womb of the woman, as the wheat- 
corn or other grain dieth, and quickeneth again in the 
womb of the earth. 

8. At the fhrſt when God created Adam, he did 
breath into his Noſtrils the breath of life ; and that 
breath of life became 4 living Soul in Adam; and that 
living Soul brought forth ſeed; and that Sced accord- 
ing to the Prerogative power of God hath brought 
ſorth its own likeneſs ever ſince. 

9. And 
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9. And as the Soul is granted by moſt people to be 
the life of the body when it is born into this Workd; 
ſo of neceſſity it muſt be the life of the Seed, or elſe 
the ſeed of man could nor bring forth a body ſor want 
of life, any more then the wheat-corn can bring forth 
a body if the flower which is the Soul orlife of the 
Corn be taken out, and the husk only flung into the 
carth. 

10. Therefore it is plain that the Soul is the life of 
the Seed, and that it is conceived in the womb by Ge- 
neration with the body, and it is borp into the world 
with the body, ſo it lives ard dies with it, and muſt 
lic inthe earth wittr the body, and#both raiſed toge- 
ther. : 
11, Then ſhall they enter cither into Everlaſting 
joy or torment ; for as the body and Soul had their be- 
ginning together in time, and laved together and fin- 
ned together, ſo ſhall they begin their Eternal joy or 
torment together, theſe have God joyned together, and 
will never put them aſunder ; it is impoſſible for the 
Soul and body to part, becauſe God hath decreed it to 
the contrary. 


12. Fhe Believers of the ſaid Commiſſioners of 


| the Spirit, their-Declaration or Teſtimony, they be- 


ing the aforementioned Meſlengers or Witneſſes of 
the Moſt High God the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, concerning 
the Eternal Condition of all men, they do yecld to 
the death of their Souls.with their bodies, and do be- 
lieve with the'ſu!ll aſſurance of faith that they ſhall 
both be raiſed again together at the laſt day, and in 
the mean timetheir lives are hid with Chrift in God. 


CHAP. 


CHAS XVL 


There are ſeveral Degrees of Knowledge, but no degree 
wble to give true Ret to the mind, until a mn 
can believe the true eMeſſengers of God. 


I- | I is generally ſeen ind known, that there are ſe- 
veral degrees of knowledge in temporal things, 
as in all Arts and.Sciences, they that are ingenious do 
well mind thoſe that are accounted good Workmen 
or cunning Artificers, whereby they grow up from 
one degree of Knowledge to another, until*fuch 
time that they have attained to that degree of know- 
ledge which tliey aimed at,and which they had ſolong 
laboured to fhniſh, and then they are at reſt. | 
2. But if they can never find out, or attain to that 
Myſtery they gid ſo long feek after, then are they al- 
ways diffatished, and dic in ignorance of what they 
delired to know. _ | 
_ 2. And as there are ſeveral degrees of knowledge in 
Temporal things ſo are there ſeveral degrees bf know- 
ledge in ſpiritual things, therefore doall men that are 
naturally given toſeck after God, eſpecially thoſe of 
the Jewiſh nature,they take great notice of the preach- 
ing -y men, which way they teach men to worlhip 
God. 

4- Then they enter into Church-fellow{hip with 
fome af them, and Ray there awhile, and fec nothing 
but vanity there, then they enter into another, where 
| they 
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they ſee alittle more light, and there they flay a- 
while. 

5. As their knowledge increaſeth, ſo till they get 
out of one Church-ſcllowſhip into another,and ſo from 
one degree of knowledge to another, and ſtill into the 
greater light, thinking to find peace and comfort there, 
but can find none. 

6. Thus have many run through all or moſt of the 
Church fellowſhips in Eng/and, and at laſt could finde 
no true peace, becauſe in all this their Travel they 
could not attain to the thing they aimed at, which is 
the aſſurance of their Salvation. 

7. The Reaſon why in all this their ſeeking and 
travelling up and down from one Church to another, 
they could not attain to the aflurance of their Salva- 
tion is, becauſe there is no aflurance to be had in any 
Spiritual Appearance where the Miniſter thereof is 
not ſent of God, therefore it is written, That many 
ſpall ſay, Lord, Lord, have we not prayed and preached in 
thy name, and caſt out Devils in thy name , and ſuch 
like; yet God will charge it upon them to be workers 
of iniquity. 

8. There is not now a Miniſter in the World that 
dare own himſelf to be immediately fent of God to de- 
clare his mind unto the world, but the #:tzeſſes of the 
Spirit only. 

9. All they who can truly own them and their Do- 
arine to be true, will quickly ſee and be ſatisfied with 
the aſſurance of their Salvation perfeted, then they 
will be at reſt when they know what, and where their 
God is; and there is no other way to come to the 
knowledge of God, but by belicving the Report of the 
Lords laft Witnefſes or Prophets which are his only 
Miniſters now in this world. 10, There- 
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10- Therefore as ſoon as a man can ſet to his Seal 
that the witneſſes of the Spirit were truly ſent forth of 
God, and that their Doctrine is true allo, then can he 
clearly ſee that his whole work of looking after God 
is anithed. 

IT. Then will he ſay, that he hath found that God 
to his comfort, who in, and by believing his true Pro- 
phets hath given him peace of minde, and the full afſu- 
rance of faith, that after death he will raiſe him up to 
everlaſting life, where he ſhall never loſe him more. 

T2, This Ican witneſs in my ſelf, and ſo can many 
more befides me, bleſſed for ever be the name of Chrit 
Jeſus, the only and alone wiſe God for revealing him- 
ſelf and his mind fo clearly unto us by his laſt Mel> 
ſengers. 


CHAP. XVIL 


Truth is a Pearl of great price, therefore a max muſt part 
with all to purchaſe it ; And thoſe only that hold 
out in their Faith to their ligpes end ſhall be ſaved ; 
but for thoſe that fall back, and withdraw their 
love from it, for them there is n» Redemption. 


I; He Doctrine or Declaration of the Witzeſſes 

of the Spirit is a Pearl of ſuch great /price, 
( this by experience I alſo know ) that no man can pur- 
chaſe it without he parterh with all he hath, thatis, 
without he'parteth with all his former Righteouſneſs 
wherewith he uſed to worſhip his Unknown God in 
outward Ordinances, lifting up hiseyes and his hands 
2 in 
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in long Prayers, Phariſce-like, to be ſeen of men. 

2. [ſay, all theſe (which were complained of in 
the times both of the Prophets and Apottles, and. by 
Chrift himſelf ) were beggarly Elements, and muſt be 
__ from, though they are cſtcemed of great value 

y the world. | 

3. They-that will imbrace Truth muſt be ſtripped, 
and left naked and bare ; for God will not accept of a- 
ny man ſo long as he clotheth himſelf with Cercmo- 
nies, which are as filthy rags in the fight of God, for 
ſo-doth the World ignorantly worſhip their unknown 
bodileſs God. 

4. They who are willing to worlhip the true God, 
who was,and ever will be a Spiritual Body in Heaven 
glorified, they are to worſhip him in Spiritand. ] ruth, 

5. The Lord now is not to be ſeen with mortal eyes, 
all men muſt now venture their Eternal happineſs, or 
elſe they will never be art peace, becauſe there is no 0- 
ther way to pleaſe God but wholly to rely upon the 
words of his ſaid Prophets. 

6. Therefore woe unto all thoſe that have already, 
or hereafter (hall taſte of the good word'of God: deli- 
vered by them and afgerwards 'fall back'from ir. 

7. Itis now asit was when 'Chriſt was upon the 
Earth, then, ſaid he, Except you can believe that I am he, 

ou ſhall/'die in your fins, Joh. 8. 24. in which words 
he told them, that he was the Saviour of the World, 
but they:underſtood him not. IE 
- 8.  The''generality of people did: :rather- chuſe, 
( which was a moſt ſad choice) to dic in their ſins, 
than to believe that Jeſus, the ſuppaſed/Son:of ' Foſeph, 
was the Sorof: God, i for all they. ſiw him! anid; heard 
his words, and? of. fach- wonderful Works:&nd: Mira- 
oF EF cles 


EN ne ond a ak 4% 


. QF] 
cles as he did and wrought amongſt them ; whereby 
it appears Piainly, that Signes and Wonders are for 
unbelevers. 

9. N-with?:-dinz what was ſaid by our blefied 
Saviour when he was on 4: 'h, That 4 wicied ani as 
aultcrous Generation looketh 1/1:7 Signs, yet in theic our 
dayes peopic cry out for Signes, and Miracles 3 but as 
Chriſt ſaid ro them, Joh. 15. 22. If he 44 ot come 
ana ſporeniothem, they had ot ha jia, but then they 
0 Cloak for their ſin. 

10. Solikewiſc now in this our age, the 774tneſſes of 
the Spirit have appeared, of whom ore of them is li- 
living in this preſcnt year 1673. and they have plainly 
told the people that they were ſent forth by the Com- 
mand of God to deciare his mind unto the World, 
whereby they might believe in the true God, and be 
ſaved, therefore they are left without exculc. 

11. Yet the generality of people ( as the generati- 
ons before them ) do rather chuſe to dis in their fins, 
than to believe that Joh Reeve and Lodowick Muzgle- 
z0n ſhould be:the Teachers of the whole World: here 
itis tobe minded, thatthey who never heard of them 
nor their Doctrine are free from Rebellion. 

I2. But all they who have talked with them, or 
have read theic Writings, or have diſcourſed with any 
of the Believers of them about the Truths by them de- 
livered, they have no Cloak for their ſin, if they do re- 
bel againR that Truth declared by and from them. 

13, Therefore Ict every one who hath taſted the 
ſweetneſs, comfort and ſatisfation of mind in the re- 
ceiving and belicving of theſe precious Truths, take 
heed unto themſelves that they flide not back, for they. 
only who keep their confidence in Obedience to the. 

| Truth, 
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Truth, and hold out tothe end of their lives ſhall be 


ſaved. 

14. Forall thoſe that fin wilfully after they have re- 
ceived t':e Truth inthe knowledge and love thereof, 
there remaineth no more Sacrifce for that Sin, Heb. 
10. 26. You may read at large in that Chapter what 
manner of tin chat was for which there was to be no 
Sacrifce. 

15. It will be found to be the fin of falling away 
from that Truth which they once received and rejoy= 
ced in, for ſaith the Apoſtle, 1f t hey who deſpiſed Mo- 
ſes Law were to die without mercy, how much more or ſ0- 
rer paniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſhall be thought worthy for 
thoſe that account the Blood of the Covenant wherewith 
they were Sanitified an unboly thing. 

16. It is the ſame thing now in the time of the 
Commiſſion of the Spirit ( how lightly ſocver people 
make of it ) who everthey be, that do enter themſelves 
as Believers, and doth rejoyce therein for a time, and 
conſeſſeth that he ſeeth his Salvation perfe&ted by bee 
lieving the ſaid Prophets Report, and yet for all this, 
fall back, and withdraw their love from it, as ſome 
lately have done, great will be their puniſhment. 

17. And the dayes we now live in may be compa. 
red to the days wherein David lived, for hath not the 
Lord (hewed us ſtrange things, and made us drink the 
wine of aſtoniſhment. 

18. In that God hath been pleaſed to declare him- 
felf unto us by the mouths of his laſt true Meſlengers, 
and ſome who received their Meſſage and Declarati- 
ons with much ſeeming comfort and fatisfa&tion, .and 
thereby procured great acquaintance with the Pro- 
phet now alive, and had words ( as Daviaexpreſicth 

it 
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it) as ſmooth as butter, and ſofter than Oyl, yet have they 
magnified themſelves with reproaches for his love in de» 
claring the mind of God to them. 

I9. Had he known that there had been War in 
their hearts he would have hid it from them ; notwith- 
ſtanding the Diſcovery they have made of their own 
natures, it is in vain for them to fight with him who is 
too powerful for them. If they ſhall continue to 
ſhoot their Arrows ( bitter words ) againſt him, they 
will return to their own deſtruction. 

20. And again by the Prophets affirming ſome Af- 
ſertions to be true, wherein were ſome ſayings hard to 
be born from pride and paſſion he hath been called by 
ſome a Devil to his face, and diſowning him to be any 
longer their teacher. 

24, Thus have they exalted themſelves above him, 
imagining in themſelves that they were wiſer and 
knew more then he did from whom they had received 
all their knowledge ; and thus did their aſpiring 
thoughts exalt themſelves above their Teacher, juſt as 
the Serpent-Angel, of whoſe ſeed they are, did exalc 
himſclf above his Creator. 

22. And as the Creator of all things that were 
Created flung that Angel down from Heaven for his 
pride and preſumption, and took his power from him, 
| ſo that he can never aſcend up again. 

23. So likewiſe hath the Lords Meſſengers flung 
thoſe men out of Heaven, and taken away their pow- 
er, that is, he hath flung them out of all Heavenly 
peace. He that is at peace with God in this life may 
be ſaid to be in Heaven, though upon earth. 

24, Beſides, he hath taken the power from _ 
or 
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for now they have no { tobring any one into the 
=: of the. Truth, nor to defend their own 
aith. 

25. Whatſoever Believers do npon this account, 
they muſt do it by vertue of that power which they 
believe the Commiſſioner hath, but one of them ſaid, 
that he valued the Prophets power no more than a 
Childesof a day old ; in ſo ſaying they condemn their 
own faith, by reveliing againſt their own knowledge 
and belief. 

26. Becauſe formerly they did declare to believe 
that he had received his Commiihon from God, and 
that he was a true Prophet, M-tlenger, or Minjfter of 
God, and that he had power given him in his Com- 
miſlion to ſer life and death before men. 

27. Which is no other but to pronounce men ble(- 
ſed or eurſed to Eternity, according as they do cither 
bclieve or deſpiſe them and their Declaratzons. 

28. Solong as they did continue Redtalt in that be- 
lief, they were in perfe& peace, becauſe they were 
ſanRifed by his Miniſtry, but now they have chan- 

. oed their belief from believing him to be a true Pro- 
het or Minitter of God, and in ftead thereof call him 
a Devil, and diſown his power. 

29. Herein do they judge themſelves unworthy to 
have any benefit by the Commiſſion of the Spirit, for 
as at firſt they did look upon him to have ſuch-power, 
a5 to givethem a bleſſing, and therefore did crave it 
of him. 

39. Solong as they continued ſubje& to him, they 
found the benefit of it Þy that peace and comfort they 


received by it ; but ſince they have refifted or 
an 
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and rebelled againſt him, they have loſt the bencfit of 
his bleſſing. 

31. So that ſaying is made good, The dog is return- 
ed to his vomit, and the ſow that was walbed into her 
wallowing in the mire. 

32. Now they deſpiſe the power of God in his 
Meſſenger, and account his Revelation an unholy 
thing, chufing rather to periſh, than ſubmic themſelves 
unto him whom they once owned to be a true Prophet 
and Meſſenger of God. 

33. Therefore hath the only Miniſter of God in 
this World withdrawn his love from them, by which 
means they will become filthy and unclean, becauſe 

they are fallen back from the Truth ſo far :hat they can- 
wot be renewed by Repentance. | 

34+ Becauſe the falling back from the Truth after 
they have reccived it, is that fin unto death, for which 
there is no Repentance nor Sacrifice. 

35- Therefore hath the Prophets wrath taken place 
in them, becauſe they will never be ſetled in true 
peace more. 

36. Let theſe things therefore be an example to all 
that have faith in the Commiſſion of the Spirit, that 
they may hold fat the Truth unto the end of their 
lives, and not rebel again the Prophet of the Lord, 
leaſt they come to be caſt out of the Grow of God, as 
thoſe men are to their eternal ſorrow. 


37- Two things I have to add before I conclude this 
Ghapter, firſt to exhort all not to ſtartle or be trou- 
bled, much leſs to ſcoff or upbraid that the breaches 
arc thus come; for it is no otherwiſe then hath fallen 
out, andis expreſſed in holy Writ in che two former 


Commiſſions. 
N 38. Sc- 
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38. Secondly, although there did ariſe the diſcenti- 
on, diſcord, and rebellion before mentioned, yeteven 
thereby there hath been opened more ſecret and hea- 
venly truths then otherwiſe would have been as the 
time when they ſhall be made publique will demon- 
Grate to the ſati-fation of all the true Believers, the 
ſced of faith. It was faid by our Lord when he was 
on earth, That in the 1orld there would be offence, but 
woe is 03 them by whom they come. 
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How all the Seed of Faith may be made able to ſay with 
me , and all true Believers, That they can read that 
new Name written in themſelves, and what the 
hidden MMannais. 


I TOw I have in plainneſs of ſpeech declared 

| that my faith is fully grounded upon the Do- 
arine declared by the YVitneſſes of the Spirit. | Alſo 1 
have declared what and where that God is who is the 
true Object of my Faith. 

2. And I do heartily defire that all the Seed of 
faith may come _to_ true knowledge of my Gad, who 
is Chriſt Jeſus glorihed, and by the true knowing of 
him, and truly believing in him be made;'able to ſay 
w'th me, and all truc/Believers, that they canread that 
new Name Written jn themſelves [which 1s giver: to all 
that overcometh and forſaketh the idolatrous worſhiy» 
ping of Idols, and Unknown Gods, and cleave cloſe 
da true God by worſhipping him only in ſpirit and 
trutn. £ 
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3. The new Name is the aſſurance of Salvation, 
and the white ſtone, wherein it is written, 15 the heart, 
that is made clean by believing the truth. 

4. The aſſurance of Salvation is fo ſecretly hid in 
the heart that no man can know it, exceptt he that 
receiveth it for, for it is only written in the heart of 
every true Beljever 3 therefors no man can read it. in 
another ; bur he that's ſerled in the pragice and know- 
ledec ofiruth can know it in himſelf, 

5. his is the hidden Manna which all true Belie- 
vers fecd upon ; and it iscalled hidden Manna, be- 
cauſe it is. 1dden in the heart, where no unbeliever or 
defpiter of truth can ce it, or ind it out to be refreſhed 
by it. | | 

6: Bleſſed for evermore be the name of our God 
for revealing his will and mind to us, declared in the 
Sacred Scriptures, penned by the true Prophets and 
Apoſtles of old, but now made manifeft by the mouth 
and pen of his lat Meſſengers, . which giveth to all 
that can truly believe! them, peace of mind ( in this 
life ) and the aſlurance of everlaſting life in the. world 
to Come. 

7. Even ſo, come Lord Jeſus, come quickly. and 
put anend to all Time, that we who are thine Ele& 
may be Crowned- with that Glory which thou haſt 
preparcd forus and all thoſe that love thee, to wear 
inthe preſence of thy moſt glorious Majeſty , with 
the true Prophets, and Apottles, to all Eternity. 4- 
Men. AMEN. 
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Eryors in the Prefs. 


6 t.1,v.8. for he, Read be. ver. 16, Read, the nature of God is in 
G - 2ach ver, 26, the whole work of the Lord, yer, 3o. Read, a grea- 
ter burden. v.40. Read,ought we to take.Cha, 2,v.19, for tyet Read,yet,for 
hat, read that, ver, 24, Read, of the Truth. Chapr, 3. ver. 22. are here- 
| by exhorted and deſired to keep their own peace, becauſe they are acquaint- 
f ed, Chap. 4. ver. 6, Read, tood and rayment. ver.1 2. fer, hardly, read, 
| 2 hard, ver.24. for rought, read, brought, Chapt, 10. ver.g, Read, he 'is the 
Witneſſes of the God. Chap. 13. ver, 3. Read, Watton,for Wal:oa. ver, 14, 
the Immortal God dwelleth, "© Sip I7, for, the carth, Read, this 
earth, C _ I5, ver. 2, for, dcretly lie, Read, lie ſecretly, Chapr, 15, 
ver.9. for, but then they no Cloak, Read,but now they have no Cloak. 
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